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Butterflies of the Tees Valley
& Humber Industrial Sites

Brownfield sites are a key part of the UK
Government’s Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP)
and are recognised as having significant value
for wildlife. This is certainly the case for many of
our industrial sites which can be rich in flora and
fauna, particularly in areas which have been
undisturbed for some time.

The Industry & Nature Conservation Associations
on Teesside and the Humber work with their
members to identify such areas and to manage
them to their full potential. In spring and summer
you will see a variety of butterfly species across
industrial sites within the Tees Valley and Humber
areas. This brochure gives an indication of the
species that you can expect to see. It also
introduces some that are currently expanding
their range and could be seen in the future.

Why are butterflies
important?

They are very sensitive to
environmental change.

If butterfly (and other insect)
numbers are low, it has a
negative effect on predators like
birds and on the pollination of
flowers.




What can you expect to see?

Orange-tip
The ‘Pierids’

May and June sees the emergence of the beautiful
Orange-tip, which can be found in damp meadows
or hedgerows. The female of this species does
not have the orange wing-tips of the male, so it
can be confused with other ‘whites’. However, its
mottled underside is distinctive.

Orange-tip - underside

Green-veined White Large White
Has prominent green .
lines on its underside The Large & Small Whites are the
‘Cabbage Whites’, found in
gardens, but also in wider Small White - male

habitats. Note the heavier

upperside forewing markings on Small White - female
the female of both species. The

Large White male (not figured)

has no upperside forewing spot.

The Brimstone’s
distribution is limited by
the larval food plant,
Buckthorn. It is more
likely to be seen
around the Humber,
but is spreading its
range northwards.

Brimstone

In the north of England

the Clouded Yellow is

a scarce migrant, but

in hot summers, the

possibility of seeing it

becomes greater.
Clouded Yellow



The ‘Browns’

These are creatures of flower-rich grassland. They
have noticeable eye spot markings on their wings.

Meadow Brown

Gatekeeper
Wall Brown
Small Heath
Grayling
Ringlet

The Gatekeeper is common around the Humber
but is scarcer in the North-East. It can be seen
in July and August. Nationally uncommon, the
Grayling can be found in good numbers on our
industrial sites, especially around the Tees Estuary
and Scunthorpe, again July and August are the
best months. It is cryptically coloured and can
be difficult to see as it rests among short grasses
on calcareous blast furnace slag.

In June and July the Ringlet flies in moist grassland
containing taller grasses. This species is scarce
on Teesside but more frequent around the
Humber.

Unlike the rest of the
‘Browns’, Speckled Wood
prefers woodland clearings
or shaded tracks where
there is dappled sunlight.
It is spreading its range and
can be seen in both spring

and summer. Speckled Wood

‘Coppers’ and ‘Hairstreaks’

These are some of our smaller butterflies. Males
are very territorial and not afraid to chase away
much larger insects.

The Small Copper is widespread across the Tees
and Humber areas throughout the summer; while
the Green Hairstreak, our only ‘green’ butterfly is
scarcer, but could soon begin to colonise industrial
areas, particularly on Teesside. Keep an eye out
for this in May and June in areas containing Bird’s-
foot Trefoil.

Small Copper

Green Hairstreak

White Letter Hairstreak

The White Letter Hairstreak is a secretive butterfly
which is associated with elm species. It is not often
seen as it spends much of its time in the tree tops
nectaring upon aphid honeydew. It can occasionally
be seen at ground level on bramble, thistles and
other flowers. It is found on several industrial sites
in the Humber area.



The ‘Blues’

Holly Blue

Common Blue (male)

Common Blue (female)

Brown Argus

The Holly Blue has a pale grey underside which is
quite different to the highly patterned underside of
the Common Blue. Associated with holly (spring)
and ivy (late summer), it has extended its range to
include the Tees Valley & the Humber.

Inthe Common Blue the sexes are coloured differently.
This species is the most abundant ‘blue’ in our areas
in Summer. Watch out for the scarcer Brown Argus
which is very similar to the female Common Blue.
(Note: in the Brown Argus the male is also brown).

The ‘Skippers’
These are small rapidly flying butterflies of grassland.

The Essex Skipper is expanding its range north.
Virtually identical to the Small Skipper, it can be
distinguished by black tips on the antennal underside
(those of the Small Skipper are orange/brown).

The Dingy Skipper is a declining species but can be
common on industrial sites.

Small Skipper

Large Skipper

The ‘Nymphalids’

Small Tortoiseshell

Peacock

Comma

Overwintering as adults, these species can be
seen in summer and again after hibernation in
March, when they lay their eggs on the nettle
leaves.

Painted Lady

Red Admiral

Painted Lady and Red Admiral breed in our areas,
but cannot generally survive the winter. They visit
from the Continent in the late spring; their offspring
being seen in late summer and early autumn.

Dingy Skipper



How Can You Encourage Butterflies?

1. Allow space for undisturbed areas.

2. Allow a patch of vegetation to grow longer. This will provide food
plants for some butterfly larvae.

3. Plant native flowers which provide a nectar source for butterflies,
e.g. Ox-eye Daisy, Black Knapweed.

4. Leave areas where Buddleia can flourish. Although non-native,
it is excellent for butterflies.

5. Limit use of insecticides and herbicides.

6. If you wish to maximise your butterfly diversity, seek advice from
INCA on how to maintain your area in a healthy condition.
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We are also indebted to John Bridges and Jim Asher for supplying some of the wonderful
images that are associated with this publication.
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