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Brownfield sites are a key part of the UK
Government’s Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP)
and are recognised as having significant value
for wildlife. This is certainly the case for many of
our industrial sites which can be rich in flora and
fauna, particularly in areas which have been
undisturbed for some time.

The Industry & Nature Conservation Associations
on Teesside and the Humber work with their
members to identify such areas and to manage
them to their full potential. In spring and summer
you will see a variety of butterfly species across
industrial sites within the Tees Valley and Humber
areas. This brochure gives an indication of the
species that you can expect to see. It also
introduces some that are currently expanding
their range and could be seen in the future.

Why are butterflies
important?

They are very sensitive to
environmental change.

If butterfly (and other insect)
numbers are low, it has a
negative effect on predators like
birds and on the pollination of
flowers.




What can you expect to see?

Orange-tip
The ‘Pierids’

May and June sees the emergence of the beautiful
Orange-tip, which can be found in damp meadows
or hedgerows. The female of this species does
not have the orange wing-tips of the male, so it
can be confused with other ‘whites’. However, its
mottled underside is distinctive.

Orange-tip - underside

Green-veined White Large White
Has prominent green .
lines on its underside The Large & Small Whites are the
‘Cabbage Whites’, found in
gardens, but also in wider Small White - male

habitats. Note the heavier

upperside forewing markings on Small White - female
the female of both species. The

Large White male (not figured)

has no upperside forewing spot.

The Brimstone’s
distribution is limited by
the larval food plant,
Buckthorn. It is more
likely to be seen
around the Humber,
but is spreading its
range northwards.

Brimstone

In the north of England

the Clouded Yellow is

a scarce migrant, but

in hot summers, the

possibility of seeing it

becomes greater.
Clouded Yellow






