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Annex 1: Guidance on Current Activities within 
Teesmouth and Cleveland Coast Nature 

Conservation Sites 
 

Version: 1: 31st October 2017 
 

1. Introduction 

1.1 The Teesmouth and Cleveland Coast Special Protection Area (SPA) (Appendix 1) was first classified 
in 1995 supporting waterbird populations of European importance;  breeding little tern, passage 
Sandwich tern, non-breeding red knot, passage common redshank as well as a non-breeding 
assemblage of over 20,000 waterbirds.  The SPA was extended in 2000 to include additional areas of 
coastal and wetland habitats important for waterbirds. The SPA maintains its original interest and it is 
now proposed to further extend the SPA to include at sea foraging areas for breeding little tern, and 
the River Tees and sea foraging areas for breeding common tern, which is proposed as a new 
qualifying feature. The inclusion of additional terrestrial habitats within the SPA extension is also 
proposed and includes wet grassland, saltmarsh, deep and shallow pools and intertidal areas 
important for other foraging and roosting waterbirds which are features of the existing SPA. In light of 
recent population increases within the existing SPA, (breeding) pied avocet is proposed as a new 
qualifying feature to the site. The existing Teesmouth and Cleveland Coast Ramsar site will also be 
extended in the terrestrial areas to include additional wetland areas as well as adding pied avocet to 
the Ramsar site. The terrestrial Ramsar extension areas will be coincidental with the pSPA/SSSI 
terrestrial extension areas. 

 
1.2 The Teesmouth and Cleveland coast nature conservation sites also contain UK BAP priority habitats 

and species1. 
 
1.3 Natural England agree that one of the principal aims of statutory nature conservation designation is to 

ensure that all plans, projects, operations and activities are compatible with the conservation and, 
where appropriate, the enhancement of the nationally and internationally important wildlife which the 
designations are designed to protect.  This is achieved through proper implementation of, and 
adherence to, the relevant legislation which requires that operations, activities, plans and projects 
within (and in some cases also outside2) the sites are assessed in the context of any possible impacts 
on the protected nature conservation interests, and that any impacts identified are given proper 
consideration as part of the decision making process. 

 
1.4 Natural England is the statutory agency that champions the conservation of wildlife and geology 

throughout England and the Government’s principal nature conservation adviser.  It is responsible for 
the notification of SSSI’s, acting as an advisor to, and agent of, Government in the selection of and 
consultation upon SPA’s, Ramsar sites and SAC’s.  It is also the competent authority responsible for 
consenting operations which may damage SSSI’s.  It is a statutory consultee for all other competent 
authorities when those authorities are considering applications for operations which may affect an 
SSSI, a potential or classified SPA, a SAC, Ramsar site or cSAC. 

                                                
1 See glossary in section 8 
2 Under the Habitats Directive a plan or project must be assessed adjacent to the European site. No threshold is 
stipulated but if there is a pathway which could potentially impact on the features of the site then it must be considered. 
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1.5 Natural England, under the terms of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended ("the 1981 
Act") is section 28G authority. As such, they have a duty to take reasonable steps consistent with the 
proper exercise of its functions to further the conservation and enhancement of the flora, fauna or 
other features by reason of which a site is an SSSI.  In addition, both are “Relevant Authorities” within 
the terms of Regulation 5 of the Conservation (Natural Habitats. & c.) Regulations 1994 (“the Habitats 
Regulations”). 

1.6 The Environment Agency was established in 1996 to protect and improve the environment. The EA 

priorities are to: 

 work with businesses and other organisations to manage the use of resources 
 increase the resilience of people, property and businesses to the risks of flooding and coastal 

erosion 
 protect and improving water, land and biodiversity 
 improve the way we work as a regulator to protect people and the environment and support 

sustainable growth 

1.6.1 Within England the EA has responsibilities for: 

 regulating major industry and waste 
 treatment of contaminated land 
 water quality and resources 
 fisheries 
 inland river, estuary and harbour navigations 
 conservation and ecology 
 managing the risk of flooding from main rivers, reservoirs, estuaries and the sea 

1.6.2 The Environment Agency has a legal duty to screen all of the activities they permit to identify those 
that may have a detrimental effect on heritage and nature conservation sites, protected species and 
habitats. 

A heritage and nature conservation screen will identify if there are any of these sites relevant to your 
proposed activity. Where there are you’ll be given a map and information pack. The attached 
screening or buffer distances are used to provide this information (Appendix 4).  

Guidance can be found here: http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/HeritageForm/ 

1.7 The MMO is an Executive Non-Departmental Public Body (NDPB) established in April 2010 and given 
powers under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. The MMO license and regulate activities in 
the seas around England so that they are carried out in ways that conserve and sustainably use the 
oceans, seas and marine resources. Some of the services provided are regulating marine industry, 
planning marine areas, protecting and enhancing the marine environment, promoting biodiversity, 
managing fisheries, preventing worldwide illegal fishing and making European funding available to the 
fishing industry. In all of the decisions made the MMO aim to balance the three pillars of sustainable 
development: economic, social, and environmental. 

1.8       Port Authority general duties and powers: 

1.8.1 The Port Marine Safety Code Guide to Good Practice (The Code) identifies these general duties of 

harbour authorities relevant to port marine safety as the following: 

 Safe and efficient port marine operations 

 Open port duty 

http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/HeritageForm/
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 Conservancy Duty 

 Revising duties and powers 

 Environmental Duty 

 Civil Contingencies duty 

1.8.2 Harbour authority powers include: 

 Take reasonable care, so long as the harbour/facility is open for public use, so that all who 

may choose to navigate in it may do so without danger to their lives or property. 

 Conserve and promote the safe use of the harbour/facility, and prevent loss or injury through 

the organisation’s negligence. 

 Have regard to efficiency, economy and safety of operation as respects the services and 

facilities provided. 

 Take such action that is necessary or desirable for the maintenance, operation, improvement 

or conservancy of the harbour / facility. 

1.8.3 The Code gives an outline of the main related duties. 

1.9   Specific Port Authority duties and powers.  

1.9.1 In addition to these general duties, the Code identifies a number of specific duties and powers    

regarding the management of the following: 

o Appointment of a harbour master 

o Byelaws 

o Directions (usually referred to as special directions) 

o General and harbour directions 

o Dangerous vessel directions 

o Pilotage and pilotage directions 

o Authorisation of pilotage 

o Pilotage exemption certificates 

o Collecting and setting of dues 

o Aids to navigation 

o Wrecks 

1.9.2 The above areas are based on the following principles, which have been developed in separate 

chapters of the Code, and in this guide: 
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a) Harbour master should familiarise themselves with the extent of their legal powers under 

general and local legislation. 

b) Powers to direct vessels are available – and should be used – to ensure safety of navigation. 

c) Dangerous vessels and substances, and pollution, must be effectively managed. 

d) A pilotage service must be provided if required in the interests of safety. 

e) Properly maintained aids to navigation must be provided, and any danger to navigation from 

wrecks or obstructions effectively managed. 

1.10 The following list is a summary of the statutory functions of the Local Planning Authorities (Redcar 

and Cleveland Coast, Hartlepool, Middlesbrough and Stockton): 

o Determination of Planning Applications under Town and Country Planning Act (1990) (as 

amended) including maintaining a register of applications; giving publicity to planning 

applications; having regard to the development plan and other material considerations; use of 

conditions and planning obligations; and the determination of planning applications. 

 

o Take into account Environmental Assessment before granting planning or subsequent 

consent under a planning permission for certain categories of development under Town and 

Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2017 

 

o Certain duties for hazardous substances authorities- for example, to consider and determine 

applications for hazardous substances consent and consult prescribed bodies under Planning 

(Hazardous Substances) Act 1990 and Planning (Hazardous Substances) Regulations 2015. 

 

o Designation of conservation areas and granting of permission affecting listed buildings under 

the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

 

o To issue certificates of lawful existing use or development under section 191 and 192 of the 

Town and Country Planning Act 

 

o Power to revoke or modify planning permission under section 97 of the Town and Country 

Planning Act (1990) 

 

o Refer application for major infrastructure projects to the relevant Secretary of State 

 

o Determine whether to use simplified planning measures through the use of Simplified 

Planning Zones (Section 82 – 87 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990) or Local 

Development Orders (Section 61A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 as amended) 

 

o Tree Preservation Orders including protection and compensation under Town and Country 

Planning Act (1990) (as amended) 

 

o Development Plan Function under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) 

including survey and review of certain matters which affect the area; prepare and maintain a 

Local Development Scheme; Prepare a Statement of Community Involvement; the Duty to Co-
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operate in relation to planning of sustainable development; monitoring of plan progress 

through an Authority Monitoring report; and the process for preparing a Development Plan 

Document 

 

o Strategic Environmental Assessment of certain plans during their preparation - applies to 

development plan documents under Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 

Regulations 2004 

 

o Provide advice or assistance to a parish council, neighbourhood forum or community 

organisation that is producing a neighbourhood plan or Order as required by Schedule 4B to 

the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

 

o Preparation and Maintenance of Self-Build and Custom House Building Register and 

Brownfield Land Register under the Self-build and Custom Housebuilding Act (2015) and 

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004 as amended) 

1.11 The five Tees Valley Local Authorities are also unitary Local Authorities. As well as being the Local 

Planning Authority for their area in the absence of a county authority they also have responsibility for 

minerals and waste functions. This includes determination of planning applications, review of old 

permissions, and preparation and maintenance of a development scheme in relation to minerals and 

waste (these being the matters in relation to which they still have planning obligations). 

1.11.1 In addition each Local Authority has a number of non-statutory powers including the ability to 

introduce a Community Infrastructure Levy 

2. Objectives 

2.1 The landscape of the Tees estuary includes: 

a) a number of notified SSSIs; 

b) a classified SPA and Ramsar site; 

c) a proposed extension to the  SPA; 

d) a proposed extension to the Ramsar site ;   

e) a proposed extension to the SSSI sites; and 

f) UK BAP priority habitat and species. 

These sites are herein collectively referred to as the Teesmouth and Cleveland Coast nature 
conservation sites. 

2.2 This guidance documents the current activities that are deemed without prejudice by NE on the basis 
of the information presented to INCA during the industry one to one discussions (section 3.1.1) , as 
not having a significant impact on the proposed new features (Table 1). Some activities will require 
the appropriate authorisations for future activities. For operators not carrying out these current 
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activities or for activities that need further assessment the required statutory consent or license or 
review of consent process will be required. This process is also documented in Table 13. 

2.3    NE has standardised advice for low risk activities (jetty and outfall maintenance) and will screen other 
activities in 2017. Terrestrial impact risk zones are already in place and will be adapted to include the 
additional SSSI areas. 

3. Guidance on Current Activities within 
Teesmouth and Cleveland Coast Nature 
Conservation Sites 

3.1 Identifying Current Activities: 

3.1.1  Under the auspices of the TEP, and as part of the process of informing the MoU, the Industry Nature 
Conservation Association (INCA) gathered information from 15 key industrial stakeholders across the 
Tees estuary (landowners and occupiers).  The ultimate objective of this was to assist clarification of 
the guidance provided to industry and seeking to address their concerns about the implications of the 
pSPA review process, particularly upon their existing operations. It was also recognised that this may 
have benefit in relation to aspirational activity where this was likely to be less problematic in terms of 
disturbance or harm to feeding or roosting birds of the pSPA.  Thus, throughout 2016, INCA held 
confidential one to one discussions with the industrial organisations concerned which explored the 
range of activities carried out on each site and also explored aspirations.  INCA expressed an initial 
view about whether each of these activities was likely to cause disturbance to birds of the pSPA and 
passed documents, with permission from the stakeholders, to Natural England, the MMO and 
Environment Agency for comment. 

3.1.2  The great majority of existing operations assessed were considered by NE not to have a likely 
significant effect upon the pSPA.  In this respect, the guidance in Table 1 documents the current 
activities that are deemed without prejudice by NE based on the information supplied as not having 
an impact upon the proposed new bird interest features of the pSPA.  This table also contains specific 
guidance about the steps to follow for operations where further assessment is needed. 

3.1.3  Large aspirational projects will require assessment through the current regulatory process but will be 
streamlined through the MoU process. 

3.2  Sensitivity Map (Appendix 2): 

3.2.1  The proposed extension to the Teesmouth and Cleveland Coast SPA (Appendix 1) is to offer 
protection to some additional areas which have been shown to be important for the overwintering 
assemblage and little tern and redshank for which the original SPA was designated.  Two new 
species have also been added to the citation on account of their nesting in the area and these 
species, avocet and common tern, need to be protected whilst they are nesting and feeding their 
young.  Avocets are wading birds and protection for these will centre around their nest site which is 
currently on Number 4 Brinefield south of Greatham Creek. As a result of this increased sensitivity a 
separate management group will be collated (Section 6).  Common tern nest on islands within the 
Saltholme Nature Reserve and will need to be protected in that location. 

                                                
3 A spreadsheet documenting these activities and additional relevant information can be found here: Link to 

be inserted  
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3.2.2  The majority of the area of the proposed extension to the SPA across the coast and up the river is 
designated for the protection of the feeding areas of common tern. These birds collect fish from open 
waters of the estuary and in light of their behaviour are less likely to be harmed or disturbed by 
activities which take place on the adjacent land. The birds can seek fish across the whole of the 
estuary and open sea and as such are less likely to be harmed by activities taking place on or in the 
water which are restricted to small proportions of the overall estuary. 

3.2.3  A further factor differentiating the sensitivity of avocet and common tern from the water bird 
assemblage is that of seasonality.  The assemblage is particularly sensitive to disturbance over the 
winter period (November to March), whilst avocet (March to August) and common tern (May to 
September) are only present and in need of protection over the spring and summer months4.  

3.2.4  Developers/operators must ensure that any activity, plan or project which has the potential to have a 
significant effect either alone, or in-combination on any part of the pSPA/SPA is fully scrutinised and 
advice sought from the relevant authority. The MoU and list of current activities is a guide only, to 
those known activities informed to NE by the one to one discussions which are unlikely to have a 
significant effect on those areas of the proposed SPA which are deemed to have a lower sensitivity.  

3.2.5 The sensitivity map is an iterative map and will be updated as new evidence becomes available. 

3.3 Guidance on Current Activities within Teesmouth and Cleveland Coast proposed SPA 

3.3.1 Table 1 contains the current activities at current locations  occurring within Teesmouth and Cleveland 
Coast proposed SPA that Natural England has deemed without prejudice to not be having a likely 
significant impact (alone) on the proposed new site features (foraging terns, avocet) and can continue 
at current levels. This will form NE without prejudice advice to regulators on current activities during 
the review of consents process.  

3.3.2 Table 1 also documents activities not currently occurring (documented N/A in column 4) within the 
Teesmouth and Cleveland Coast pSPA but signposts to the regulatory process for future activities. 

3.3.3 Any advice given within this guidance by Natural England is subject to: 

(i) The activity to be screened in-combination with other activities 

(ii) If an activity has not been reviewed as part of the one to one discussions then a review of 
consents by the relevant authority will be required; 

(iii) Any activity currently not occurring will require the appropriate authorisation. 

 

                                                
4 Link to conservation advice seasonality table to be inserted 
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Table 1: Guidance on Current Activities (outputs from 15 one to one discussions) within Teesmouth and Cleveland Coast Nature 
Conservation Sites  

Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

Coastal 
Development 
and Flood and 
Erosion Risk 
Management 
Schemes 
(construction) 

Construction 
and operation of 
offshore coastal 
defence 
structures (wave 
screens / 
breakwaters) 

Construction and 
operation of offshore or 
detached coastal defence 
structures (intertidal or 
subtidal) including wave-
screens, breakwaters.  
Includes consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s and materials 
associated with activity. 

N/A  MMO  

EA  

Local authorities 

  N/A 

 

 MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation 

 EA 

You may need an environmental permit for flood risk 
activities if you do work: 

 in, under, over or near a main river (including 
where the river is in a culvert) 
 on or near a flood defence on a main river 
 in the flood plain of a main river 
 on or near a sea defence 

The Marine & Coastal Access Act 2009 allows the EA to 
dispense with the requirement to obtain an EPR permit 
where the EA considers it appropriate to do so, by service 
of a Notice where a Marine Licence has been applied for 
and the EA are satisfied with the conditions that will be 
attached to the Marine Licence when granted. 

EPR permit guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-
environmental-permit 

 

NE would advise early 
engagement with the 
developer/operator for 
coastal development 
and flood erosion risk 
management works 

Construction of 
coastal flood 
and erosion risk 
management 
schemes 

Construction of new 
coastal defence 
structures/schemes 
including seawalls, bunds, 
revetments, dykes, 
ditches, beach recharge, 
groynes, breakwaters etc.  
Includes consideration of 
construction works, plant 
and materials, plus 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s associated with activity. 

N/A N/A 

Intertidal 
recharge 

The recharge of intertidal 
areas for coastal defence 
schemes or for habitat 
creation/ mitigation, 
including beach recharge 
and recycling of material, 
recharge of intertidal mud 
and sandflats, beneficial 
use of dredged material.  
Includes consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s associated with activity. 
This activity does not 
include the act of 

 N/A 

                                                
5 Current activities are those activities being carried out by the 15 industries who took part in the one to one discussion with INCA and are  listed are those activities occurring at the time of classification (2018) to inform the review of consents process by 
regulators.  
6 NOTE: If an operator is not currently carrying out an activity identified in column 4 (Tees current activity) then the developer must adhere to the guidance in column 6 (activities that require a statutory consent or licence). 
7 This highlights activities that NE would advise early engagement to mitigate any potential impacts on the pSPA/SPA. 

http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

dredging material from 
outside of the site. 

 

Managed 
realignment 

Managed 
realignment/retreat of 
coastline or defences to 
allow exposure to flooding 
by the sea or sea water 
intrusion.  In estuaries or 
open coast, includes 
controlled/active breaches 
of defences and 
uncontrolled breaches by 
policy of no active 
management of defence 
(consciously allowing 
defences to fail).  Includes 
consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s and materials 
associated with activity. 

 N/A 

Piling Pile driving is the process 
of forcing a pile (tube, 
stake, beam, or sheet) 
into substrate to create a 
foundation for a structure.  
Commonly used for 
construction of 
foundations for structures 
including coastal 
defences.  Includes 
consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s associated with activity. 

 N/A  NE would advise early 
engagement with the 
developer/operator for 
piling works 

Reclaim and 
land take (e.g. 
the footprint of 
coastal 
defences) 

Reclamation of land from 
below the high water mark 
to create new land or as a 
result of coastal defence 
footprint.  Includes 
consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s associated with activity. 

  N/A NE would advise early 
engagement with the 
developer/operator for 
reclaim and land take 
works.  
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

Coastal 
Development 
and Flood and 
Erosion Risk 
Management 
Schemes 
(maintenance) 

Maintenance of 
hard coastal 
defences 

Maintenance of 'hard' 
coastal defences 
including sea walls, 
groynes, rock armours, 
wave screens, 
breakwaters, gabions, cliff 
stabilisation, 
floodgates/sluices.  
Includes consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s and materials 
associated with activity. 

  N/A MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation 

EA 

You may need an environmental permit for flood risk 
activities if you do work: 

 in, under, over or near a main river (including 
where the river is in a culvert) 
 on or near a flood defence on a main river 
 in the flood plain of a main river 
 on or near a sea defence 

The Marine & Coastal Access Act 2009 allows the EA to 
dispense with the requirement to obtain an EPR permit 
where the EA considers it appropriate to do so, by service 
of a Notice where a Marine Licence has been applied for 
and the EA are satisfied with the conditions that will be 
attached to the Marine Licence when granted. 

EPR permit guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-
environmental-permit 

 

 

 

NE would advise early 
engagement with the 
developer/operator for 
coastal development 
works  

Maintenance of 
soft coastal 
defences 

Maintenance of 'soft' 
coastal defences 
including management of 
beaches, bunds, 
ditches/drainage, 
managed realignment 
sites, beach/sediment 
recharge or on-going 
sediment feeding, 
management of 
vegetation, sand dune 
stabilisation.  Includes 
consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s and materials 
associated with activity. 

Maintenance of 
river banks to 
repair damage 
attributed to tidal 
action. 

It is deemed without 
prejudice  that current 
maintenance of river banks 
to repair damage attributed 
to tidal action will not have an 
impact on the new features 

N/A 

Coastal 
Development 
and Flood and 
Erosion Risk 
Management 
Schemes 

Operation of 
coastal flood 
and erosion risk 
management 
schemes 

Operational effects of 

coastal defence schemes 

including accretion of 

sediment, erosion of 

intertidal, coastal habitats, 

on-going sediment 

  N/A N/A  N/A NE would advise early 
engagement with the 
developer/operator for 
coastal development 
works   

http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits


 

11 

 

Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

(operation) recycling schemes, 

coastal squeeze, 

operation of sluices etc.  

Includes consideration of 

vessels/machinery/vehicle

s associated with activity.  

The large-scale things 

e.g. accretion/erosion 

effects would be 

considered in the initial 

permission for the 

scheme.  Smaller scale 

operational things e.g. 

mowing, changes in sluice 

operation might need new 

permissions. 

Coastal 
Infrastructure 

Outfalls/ Intake 
pipes 
(maintenance / 
construction / 
usage) 

This considers the 
construction, 
maintenance, and 
ongoing use of an outfalls 
and intakes pipes.  The 
outfalls pipe could 
discharge liquids at 
varying temperatures, 
salinities, oxygen, nutrient 
concentrations.  Includes 
consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s and materials 
associated with 
construction, maintenance 
operational usage of 
infrastructure. 

Operation of 
consented Short 
Sea Outfalls 

MMO 

EA  

PD Ports 

It is deemed without 
prejudice that current 
maintenance of outfall and 
intake pipes will not have an 
impact on the new features.  

 

EA – (Construction) 

You may need an environmental permit for flood risk 
activities if you do work: 

 in, under, over or near a main river (including 
where the river is in a culvert) 
 on or near a flood defence on a main river 
 in the flood plain of a main river 
 on or near a sea defence 

The Marine & Coastal Access Act 2009 allows the EA to 
dispense with the requirement to obtain an EPR permit 
where the EA considers it appropriate to do so, by service 
of a Notice where a Marine Licence has been applied for 
and the EA are satisfied with the conditions that will be 
attached to the Marine Licence when granted. 

EPR permit guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-
environmental-permitUsage 

You need an environmental permit if you carry out a 
stand-alone water discharge activity – releasing polluting 
liquids to surface water such as rivers or streams 

As a result of some of 
the water quality targets 
within the Teesmouth 
and Cleveland Coast 
SPA conservation 
advice package being 
reduce.  

NE would advise that 
mechanisms are put in 
place to reduce nutrient 
enrichment especially 
around/near Seal 
Sands. 

NE would advise early 
engagement with EA on 
the assessments of 
current discharges and 
the assessment on the 
new pSPA features   

 

 

  

Operation of 
combined sewer 
overflows or 
pumping 
stations which 
have existing 
consent.  

Consented 
discharge of 
rainwater from 
bunds. 

Outfall and 
surface water 
outlet valve 
inspection and 
maintenance  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

Operation of 
sewage and 
waste treatment 
facilities 

You need an environmental permit if you operate any of 
the following: 

 an ‘installation’ – an industrial facility, 
manufacturer or other business that produces potentially 
harmful substances, e.g. a landfill site, a large chicken 
farm, a food factory, a furniture factory, a dry cleaners, a 
petrol station 
 a waste operation – a site where waste is 
recycled, stored, treated or disposed of 
 a mining waste operation – a site which manages 
waste produced from mines or quarries 
 a small waste incineration plant – where certain 
types and quantities of waste are burned 
 mobile plant – plant that’s designed to move or be 
moved, e.g. a machine that’s moved onto a site to clean 
contaminated soil 
 a solvent emission activity – releasing organic 
solvents directly or indirectly into the air 

Such permits will contain conditions regulating any 
discharges to the water environment. 

EPR permit guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-
environmental-permit 

MMO (maintenance and construction only) 

Maintenance and construction activities are a licensable 
marine activities regulated by the MMO. In some situations 
this activity might be eligible for a self-service marine 
licence or it may be exempted activity. To apply for a 
marine licence or to notify MMO of an exemption, please 
use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation 

 

  

  

  

Consented 
discharge of 
treated 
materials.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

Slipway 
(maintenance / 
construction) 

Considered the ongoing 
maintenance (washing 
down, clearing mud) and 
construction of a slipway.  
This does not consider 
the operational usage of a 
slipway which is covered 
by ports and recreation 
activities.  Includes 
consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s and materials 
associated with 
construction and 
maintenance of 
infrastructure 

 N/A MMO 

EA 

N/A MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation 

EA - (Construction) 

You may need an environmental permit for flood risk 
activities if you do work: 

 in, under, over or near a main river (including 
where the river is in a culvert) 
 on or near a flood defence on a main river 
 in the flood plain of a main river 
 on or near a sea defence 

The Marine & Coastal Access Act 2009 allows the EA to 
dispense with the requirement to obtain an EPR permit 
where the EA considers it appropriate to do so, by service 
of a Notice where a Marine Licence has been applied for 
and the EA are satisfied with the conditions that will be 
attached to the Marine Licence when granted. 

EPR permit guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-
environmental-permit 

  

http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

Commercial 
Shipping 
(operation) 

Navigation 
markers / lights 

Operation and presence 
of navigation marks and 
lights, including navigation 
buoys, posts, towers, 
transit marks, onshore 
and offshore. Includes 
maintenance of these 
structures.  Includes 
consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s and materials 
associated with activity. 

N/A  MMO N/A MMO (Construction and removal) 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation 

 N/A 

Vessel 
anchorages 

A place where a vessel is 
anchored.  Covers activity 
of anchoring generically 
and use of allocated 
anchorage areas where 
ships are permitted to 
anchor inside and outside 
harbours/ports.  Including 
consideration of vessels 
when anchoring, 
anchored or weighing 
anchor. 

N/A   N/A N/A N/A  N/A  

Vessel 
discharges / 
emissions 

Includes operational, 
incidental and accidental 
discharges/emissions 
from all types of vessels, 
including exhaust fumes, 
wastes and waste water, 
sewerage, oils, lubricants 
and chemicals, marine 
litter and other flotsam 
and jetsam. 

 N/A N/A  N/A N/A  N/A  

Vessel moorings Use of vessel moorings 
and activity associated 
with mooring of vessel.  
Mooring is a temporary or 
permanent structure to 
which a vessel may be 
secured e.g. swing 
mooring, trot, fore and aft 

N/A  N/A N/A N/A  N/A  

http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

mooring, pile mooring.  
Includes consideration of 
vessels when mooring or 
moored. 

Vessel 
movements  

Movement of all 
commercial or ‘non-
recreation’ vessels of all 
scales, from container 
ships, tankers, cruise 
liners to pilot vessels, tugs 
and small water craft.  
(Including fishing vessels 
when not fishing.) 

Vessel 
movements 

PD Ports It is deemed without 
prejudice  that current vessel 
movements will not have an 
impact on the new features 
of the pSPA  

N/A  N/A 

Fishing Shore-based 
activities 

Sub-activity includes crab 
tiling, bait digging, 
shellfish collection 
(including seed mussel) 
e.g. by hand (with or 
without digging 
apparatus), rake or 
through the use of 'tiles'. 
Also includes rod & line 
angling. The setting of 
pots and nets from the 
shore is also included. 
Vehicles or vessels may 
be used to access the 
shoreline. 

Inshore & 
intertidal 
fisheries 

NEIFCA 

EA 

NE 

It is deemed without 
prejudice  that current shore 
based activities excluding 
bait digging and hand 
gathering (will be assessed 
in 2017/18) will not have an 
impact on the new features 
of the pSPA 

Recreational activities will 
also be reviewed 

 EA 

Shore based angling is regulated by the EA. Guidance 
can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environment-
agency-rod-fishing-byelaws-north-east-region 

 

 

 

 

Oil, Gas and 
Carbon 
Capture and 
Storage 

Pipelines Installation, maintenance 
and removal of pipeline 
including operations by 
supporting vessels. 

Pipeline 
inspection and 
maintenance 

MMO It is deemed without 
prejudice  that current Tees 
industry pipeline inspection 
maintenance activities will 
not have an impact on the 
new features of the pSPA 

 

 MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity.  

To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 

exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

  

N/A 

 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environment-agency-rod-fishing-byelaws-north-east-region
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environment-agency-rod-fishing-byelaws-north-east-region
http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities


 

16 

 

Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

Transfer of 
material by 
pipeline 

 EA 
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation 

EA 

You need an environmental permit if you operate any of 
the following: 

 an ‘installation’ – an industrial facility, 
manufacturer or other business that produces potentially 
harmful substances, e.g. a landfill site, a large chicken 
farm, a food factory, a furniture factory, a dry cleaners, a 
petrol station 

 

 

Ports and 
Harbours 
(construction) 

Anchorages / 
moorings 

Creation of new 
anchorage areas and 
laying of new moorings 
(intertidal or subtidal).  
Includes consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s and materials 
associated with activity. 

 N/A EA 

MMO 

N/A EA - (Construction) 

You may need an environmental permit for flood risk 
activities if you do work: 

 in, under, over or near a main river (including 
where the river is in a culvert) 
 on or near a flood defence on a main river 
 in the flood plain of a main river 
 on or near a sea defence 

The Marine & Coastal Access Act 2009 allows the EA to 
dispense with the requirement to obtain an EPR permit 
where the EA considers it appropriate to do so, by service 
of a Notice where a Marine Licence has been applied for 
and the EA are satisfied with the conditions that will be 
attached to the Marine Licence when granted. 

EPR permit guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-
environmental-permit 

MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 

NE would advise early 
engagement with the 
developer/operator for 
ports and harbours 
construction works 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation 

Capital dredging Removal of material 
which has not previously 
been dredged or has not 
been dredged for >10 
years.  Material often 
more consolidated that 
maintenance dredging, 
method of dredging may 
vary.  Includes 
consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s associated with activity. 

 N/A MMO N/A MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation  

NE would advise early 
engagement with the 
developer/operator for 
capital dredging works 

Capital dredging 
disposal 

Disposal of capital 
dredged material at a 
designated disposal site 
either offshore, in estuary 
or at the coast.  Includes 
the beneficial use/ reuse 
of dredged material.  
Includes consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s associated with activity. 

N/A  MMO 

EA 

N/A MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation 

EA 

This exemption allows you to use suitable waste rather 
than virgin raw material 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-exemptions-using-
waste  

NE would advise early 
engagement with the 
developer/operator for 
capital dredging works 

http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-exemptions-using-waste
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-exemptions-using-waste
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

Construction of 
port and harbour 
structures 

Construction, expansion 
and new and re 
development of and within 
ports and harbours 
including new port 
facilities, quaysides, 
berths, redevelopment of 
existing infrastructure or 
construction of new port, 
marina, harbour.  Includes 
consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s, and materials 
associated with activity 
e.g. jack-up barges, piling 
plant, dredgers, barges. 

Installation of 
equipment 
within existing 
areas of plant 
that are 
screened from 
SPA features 

MMO N/A MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation 

NE would advise early 
engagement with the 
developer/operator for 
construction of port and 
harbour structures 
works 

Installation of 
new Industrial 
Chemicals plant 
which is greater 
than or equal to 
400m from the 
SPA among 
existing plant of 
a similar nature 

It is deemed without 
prejudice that current 
Industrial Chemicals 
activities to install new plant 
which is greater than or 
equal to 400m from the SPA 
will not have an impact on 
the new features of the pSPA 

 

MMO 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/do-i-need-a-marine-licence  

 

  

Construction 
activities on the 
Billingham and 
Wilton Chemical  
Complexes for 
projects where 
there is no 
potential to 
discharge onto 
the SPA or for 
gaseous 
emissions to 
adversely affect 
the SPA 

It is deemed without 
prejudice  that current Tees 
industry pipeline inspection 
maintenance activities will 
not have an impact on the 
new features of the pSPA 

 

EA   

You need an environmental permit if you operate any of 
the following: 

 an ‘installation’ – an industrial facility, 
manufacturer or other business that produces potentially 
harmful substances, e.g. a landfill site, a large chicken 
farm, a food factory, a furniture factory, a dry cleaners, a 
petrol station 
 a waste operation – a site where waste is 
recycled, stored, treated or disposed of 
 a mining waste operation – a site which manages 
waste produced from mines or quarries 
 a small waste incineration plant – where certain 
types and quantities of waste are burned 
 mobile plant – plant that’s designed to move or be 
moved, e.g. a machine that’s moved onto a site to clean 
contaminated soil 
 a solvent emission activity – releasing organic 
solvents directly or indirectly into the air  
 a stand-alone water discharge activity – releasing 

 

http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/do-i-need-a-marine-licence


 

19 

 

Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

polluting liquids to surface water such as rivers or streams 

EPR permit guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-
environmental-permit 

Habitat creation Creation of new areas of 
intertidal, transitional, 
freshwater, or terrestrial 
habitat often as a 
component of a 
mitigation/compensation 
scheme could also be for 
protected species.  
Includes consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s associated with activity. 

N/A  EA 

MMO 

N/A EA - (Construction) 

You may need an environmental permit for flood risk 
activities if you do work: 

 in, under, over or near a main river (including 
where the river is in a culvert) 
 on or near a flood defence on a main river 
 in the flood plain of a main river 
 on or near a sea defence 

The Marine & Coastal Access Act 2009 allows the EA to 
dispense with the requirement to obtain an EPR permit 
where the EA considers it appropriate to do so, by service 
of a Notice where a Marine Licence has been applied for 
and the EA are satisfied with the conditions that will be 
attached to the Marine Licence when granted. 

EPR permit guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-
environmental-permit 

MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation 

NE would advise early 
engagement with the 
developer/operator for 
habitat creation 
proposals 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation


 

20 

 

Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

Land reclaim Reclamation of land from 
below the high water mark 
to create new land 
potentially for new 
quaysides, coastal 
defences, port estate.  
Often involved creation of 
new wall or hard coastal 
defence and infilling 
behind to raise height.  
Includes consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s and materials 
associated with activity. 

 N/A EA 

MMO 

N/A EA - (Construction) 

You may need to apply to the Environment Agency for an 
environmental permit if the reclamation activity uses, 
recycles, treats, stores or disposes of waste or mining 
waste. 

Guidance can be found here. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-environmental-permits 

You may need an environmental permit for flood risk 
activities if you do work: 

 in, under, over or near a main river (including 
where the river is in a culvert) 
 on or near a flood defence on a main river 
 in the flood plain of a main river 
 on or near a sea defence 

The Marine & Coastal Access Act 2009 allows the EA to 
dispense with the requirement to obtain an EPR permit 
where the EA considers it appropriate to do so, by service 
of a Notice where a Marine Licence has been applied for 
and the EA are satisfied with the conditions that will be 
attached to the Marine Licence when granted. 

EPR permit guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-
environmental-permit  

  MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation  

NE would advise early 
engagement with the 
developer/operator for 
and land reclaim works  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

Piling Pile driving is the process 
of forcing a pile (tube, 
stake, beam or sheet) into 
substrate to create a 
foundation for a structure.  
Commonly used for 
construction of 
foundations for structures 
e.g. quay walls, coastal 
defences, moorings, 
pontoons, jetties etc.  
Includes consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s and materials 
associated with activity. 

Auger piling. MMO It is deemed without 
prejudice  that current auger 
piling will not have an impact 
on the new features of the 
pSPA 

 

MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation 

You may need an environmental permit for flood risk 
activities if you do work: 

 in, under, over or near a main river (including                                                 
where the river is in a culvert) 
 on or near a flood defence on a main river 
 in the flood plain of a main river 
 on or near a sea defence 

The Marine & Coastal Access Act 2009 allows the EA to 
dispense with the requirement to obtain an EPR permit 
where the EA considers it appropriate to do so, by service 
of a Notice where a Marine Licence has been applied for 
and the EA are satisfied with the conditions that will be 
attached to the Marine Licence when granted. 

EPR permit guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-
environmental-permit  

  

Auger piling is the 
recommended method 
of piling as the 
generation of noise is 
less than other forms of 
piling. 

Low level 
compression 
piling (limits to 
be agreed). 

N/A NE would advise  
engagement with the 
developer/operators to 
agree compression 
piling limits 

http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-activities-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

Ports and 
Harbours 
(maintenance) 

Clearance 
slipways, similar 
structures and 
water ways 

Periodic, regular or 
discrete clearance of 
structures and waterways 
or debris, sediment, algal 
growth or similar.  
Includes consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s associated with activity. 

N/A  MMO 

EA 

N/A MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here:  

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation 

N/A 

Maintenance 
dredging 

Periodic or regular 
removal of material from 
previously dredged areas 
e.g. berths, channels, 
marinas, can be every few 
weeks to <10yrs apart.  
Method of dredging may 
vary and material may be 
removed for disposal 
elsewhere or redistributed 
within the immediate area.  
Includes consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s associated with activity. 

Maintenance 
dredging to 
allow continued 
use of the river, 
jetties and 
wharfs. 

MMO 

PD Teesport 

It is deemed without 
prejudice  that current 
maintenance dredging 
activities will not have an 
impact on the new features  

 

MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation  

 N/A 

Maintenance of 
river banks to 
repair damage 
attributed to tidal 
action. 

MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation 

Maintenance 
dredging 
disposal 

Disposal of maintenance 
dredged material at a 
designated disposal site 
either offshore, in estuary 
or at the coast.  Includes 
the beneficial use/ reuse 
of dredged material.  
Includes consideration of 
vessels/machinery/vehicle
s associated with activity. 

 N/A N/A N/A NE would advise early 
engagement with the 
developer/operator for 
and beneficial use 
projects. 

http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

Maintenance of 
port and harbour 
structures 

Maintenance of all 
port/harbour structures 
including quay walls, 
jetties, slipways, 
navigation markers, 
coastal defence structures 
etc.  Includes 
consideration of vessels / 
machinery / vehicles 
associated with activity. 

Maintenance of 
Port structures 

MMO 

EA 

PD Ports  

  

  

  

  

It is deemed without 
prejudice  that current 
maintenance of ports and 
harbour structure will not 
have an impact on the new 
features   

   

MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation 

Some minor maintenance activities can go through a fast-
track licence, more information about fast track licences 
can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/fast-
track-and-accelerated-licensing 

EA 

Guidance on preventing pollution of the water 
environment can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pollution-prevention-for-
businesses 

PD Ports 

http://www.pdports.co.uk/en/marine-operations/ 

 

 

Maintenance of 
conveyor 
systems. 

Checking and 
maintaining 
mooring 
dolphins. 

Maintenance of 
jetty pump 
houses. 

Routine jetty 
maintenance, 
including 
painting, 
blasting, 
corrosion 
checks and the 
replacement of 
fenders and 
facers. 

Screening bed 
inspection 

Jetty 
Maintenance 
(jetty overhaul 
using a small 
crane to test 
equipment. 

 
MMO It is deemed without 

prejudice that jetty 
maintenance overhaul 
checks at current levels will 
not have an impact on the 
new features of the site. 

 

MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

N/A 

http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pollution-prevention-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pollution-prevention-for-businesses
http://www.pdports.co.uk/en/marine-operations/
http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation 

Jetty 
Maintenance 
(repainting and 
shot blasting) 

MMO 

MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation  

NE would advise 
engagement with the 
developer/operators for 
these activities early to 
agree mitigation 
measures.  

 

Tank 
maintenance 
and repairs 

Maintenance 
piling  

Deconstruction 
activity  

 

Ports and 
Harbours 
(operation) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Berths/moorings
/anchorages 

Operational use of berths, 
moorings, anchorages 
including the presence of 
these structures and 
vessels using them.  
Includes consideration of 
vessels when 
berthing/berthed, 
mooring/moored, 
anchoring/anchored. 

 N/A PD Ports 

 

N/A  PD Ports 

http://www.pdports.co.uk/en/marine-operations/ 

 

N/A 

Berthing of 
disused oil rigs 
at Seaton Port, 
quays 10 and 11 
(according to 
permissions 
which are 
current at March 
2017) 

It is deemed without 
prejudice  that current 
berthing of disused oil rigs at 
Seaton Port, quays 10 and 
11 (according to permissions 
which are current at March 
2017) will not have an impact 
on the new features of the 
site 

Cargo 
operations and 
landward 
transportation 

Includes trans-shipment 
of cargo, loading and 
unloading of vessels, 
landside handling, 
logistics and on-ward 
transportation e.g. road, 
rail within port estate.  
Includes handling of 
hazardous cargo.  
Includes consideration of 

Import and 
export of various 
materials by 
ship. Associated 
activities 
including 
loading / 
unloading of 
bags/containers, 
pumping of 

EA 

  

  

  

  

It is deemed without 
prejudice  that current cargo 
operations and landward 
transportation will not have 
an impact on the new 
features  

 

EA   

You need an environmental permit if you operate any of 
the following: 

 an ‘installation’ – an industrial facility, 
manufacturer or other business that produces potentially 
harmful substances, e.g. a landfill site, a large chicken 
farm, a food factory, a furniture factory, a dry cleaners, a 
petrol station 

 N/A 

  

  

  

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
http://www.pdports.co.uk/en/marine-operations/
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

vessels / machinery / 
vehicles associated with 
activity. 

materials.  
  

  

 a waste operation – a site where waste is 
recycled, stored, treated or disposed of 
 mobile plant – plant that’s designed to move or be 
moved, e.g. a machine that’s moved onto a site to clean 
contaminated soil 

EPR permit guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-
environmental-permit 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Loading of 
products by 
pump onto road 
tankers 

Pumping culvert 
contents in road 
tankers 

Movement of 
materials 
around site by 
road tanker 

Importation of 
various 
materials by rail  

Loading of 
products by 
pump onto 
railcars 

Emptying of 
culverts by 
discharge into 
road tankers 

Operation of 
port and 
harbours 

Day-to-day operational 
use of ports and harbours 
including use of quay 
sides, port estate, 
movement of vessels, 
navigation markers, and 
lights, supply of 
fuel/bunkering operations.  
Includes consideration of 
vessels / machinery / 
vehicles associated with 

 Land-based 
activities around 
Hartlepool Dock 

 PD Ports It is deemed without 
prejudice  that current 
operational use of ports and 
harbours will not have an 
impact on the new features  

 

PD Ports 

http://www.pdports.co.uk/en/marine-operations/ 

  

 

Boundary 
checks, either 
on foot or by 
vehicle  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
http://www.pdports.co.uk/en/marine-operations/
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

activity. 

Shoreside 
industry and 
operations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shoreside industry and 
associated operations 
includes industries found 
within, close to or in 
association with port 
estate e.g. chemical 
works, oil refineries, 
factories, processing 
plants, and other maritime 
industry.  Includes 
consideration of vessels / 
machinery / vehicles 
associated with activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operation of 
jetty pump 
houses. 

EA 

PD PORTS  

MMO 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is deemed without 
prejudice  that current 
shoreside industry and 
associated operations will not 
have an impact on the new 
features  

 

EA   

You need an environmental permit if you operate any of 
the following: 

 an ‘installation’ – an industrial facility, 
manufacturer or other business that produces potentially 
harmful substances, e.g. a landfill site, a large chicken 
farm, a food factory, a furniture factory, a dry cleaners, a 
petrol station 
 a waste operation – a site where waste is 
recycled, stored, treated or disposed of 
 a mining waste operation – a site which manages 
waste produced from mines or quarries 
 a small waste incineration plant – where certain 
types and quantities of waste are burned 
 mobile plant – plant that’s designed to move or be 
moved, e.g. a machine that’s moved onto a site to clean 
contaminated soil 
 a solvent emission activity – releasing organic 
solvents directly or indirectly into the air  
 a stand-alone water discharge activity – releasing 
polluting liquids to surface water such as rivers or streams 

EPR permit guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-
environmental-permit MMO 

This activity is a licensable marine activity regulated by the 
MMO. In some situations this activity might be eligible for a 
self-service marine licence or it may be exempted activity. 
To apply for a marine licence or to notify MMO of an 
exemption, please use the MMO’s online system here: 

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

Further information about the MMO can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-
management-organisation 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Removing 
modular parts of 
berthed, disused 
oil rigs at quays 
10 and 11 at 
Seaton Port 
(according to 
permissions 
which are 
current at March 
2017) 

Operation of 
Chemical 
production plant 
and refineries  

Operation of 
Tank Farms or 
storage tanks - 
storage and 
treatment of 
various 
materials 

Operation of 
pumping 
stations 

Coal and bulk 
material 
processing  

Operation of 
boilers and gas 
turbines 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-need-an-environmental-permit
http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-management-organisation
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operation of 
conveyor 
systems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wood and slag 
stockpiling 

Operation of 
landfill 

Storage of 
permitted low 
level radioactive 
substances 

Neutralisation of 
soils/liquids and 
associated 
activities 

Vitrification of 
materials such 
as asbestos and 
contaminated 
metals 

High quantity 
pumps spraying 
water 

Stabilisation of 
crude oil, 
compression of 
vapour 
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flaring of gases 
as part of 
normal 
operation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shutdown 
maintenance, 
including flaring, 
steam 
emissions etc. 

Berthing of 
ships laden with 
raw material 

Transfer of raw 
material from 
ship to storage 
tanks and 
cavities  

 

Liquefying 
ethylene from 
Wilton for export 

 

Export from site 
to ship 

Waste water 
treatment 
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

 

 

 
Waste removal 
from ships 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vessel 
maintenance 

Normal 
operation of the 
biomass power 
generation 
plant. 

Transportation 
and unloading of 
biomass 
material 
(woodchip) at 
the Tees REP 
site (ship / 
vehicle) 

External site 
cleaning and 
other routine 
outages and 
maintenance 
activity 
associated with 
the TeesREP 
plant. 

Fuel handling at 
the TeesREP 
woodchip and 
the conveyor 

Emergency 
works 

N/A  Marine Licensing 
(exempted activities) 
order 2011: 

 

Safety directions 
under Merchant 
Shipping Act 
1995 
 
 

MMO MMO 

Emergency activities may be licensable marine activity 
regulated by the MMO and in some situations an 
exemption may apply. Where action taken in an 
emergency is done so without a marine licence, it is a 

If works are undertaken 
in response to an 
emergency, the operator 
must inform NE of the 
details as soon as 
practicable after the 

http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

http://www.legislation.gov.
uk/uksi/2011/409/made 

 

 

 

Salvage 
activities 

defence if the activity was carried out to secure the safety 
of a vessel, aircraft or marine structure, or for the 
purposes of saving life, and the person took steps within a 
reasonable time to inform the MMO.  

To notify the MMO of an exemption, please use the 
MMO’s online system here:  

https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox
5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login 

commencement of the 
works.  

Fire fighting 

Air accident 
investigation 

Deposit of 
marine 
chemicals and 
oil treatment 
substances 

Deposit of 
equipment for 
control/recovery 
of oil 

Emergency 
works in 
response to 
flood or flood 
risk, coast 
protection 

Removal of 
navigation 
obstruction 

Coastguard 
activities – 
safety and 
training 
purposes 

Deposit and use 
of flares 

Cable and 
pipelines – 
authorised 
emergency 
inspection and 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2011/409/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2011/409/made
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmofox5/fox/live/MMO_LOGIN/login
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Activity Sub-
activity 

Description of 
activity 

Tees 
Industry 
current 
activity5 

Current 
Regulation 
and 
Competent 
Authority 

NE without 
prejudice advice 
for current 
activities 

Future activities that require a 
statutory consent or licence6 

NE advice for 
future 
activities7    

repair. 

Works 
connected to 
bored tunnel 
‘wholly under 
the sea bed’ 

 

Defence, MoD 
Operational 
activities 

 

Other  Terrestrial Dredging of 
Dabholme Beck 
to ensure good 
drainage from 
Wilton site 
(terrestrial) 

 It is deemed without 
prejudice  that current 
terrestrial dredging of 
Dabholme Beck will not have 
an impact on the new 
features 
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4.  New Plans and Projects 

4.1  Under the Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC), implemented in the UK by the Habitats 
Regulations, there is a set procedure for assessing the effects of, and deciding whether and in what 
circumstances to permit or undertake new plans or projects. The competent authority responsible 
for permitting or authorising any given plan or project will also be responsible for undertaking a HRA 
of that plan or project as required under the relevant Regulations.   

 
4.2 Natural England’s role is as one of a number of consultees whose advice will be considered by the 

competent authority when making these assessments unless it is a consent issued by NE and 

therefore the HRA would be completed by NE. 

4.3 By means of this MoU parties will seek opportunities for streamlining the procedures to minimise the 
bureaucratic burden with a view to achieving efficient and desired outcomes for industry and for 
nature conservation. 

4.4 In all cases, industry will seek the advice of Natural England at the earliest stages of project 
planning and design. 

4.5 Natural England will work proactively with industry to ensure that potential impacts are identified, 
and, where possible, avoided or minimized, and that potential mitigation measures are discussed 
and incorporated in the design of the project at the earliest possible stage.  This will include working 
to identify, during the early stages of project design, those plans and projects that: 

o in Natural England’s without prejudice opinion, will have ‘no likely significant effect’ on the 
European and/or Ramsar sites 

o in Natural England’s  opinion, will have a ‘likely significant effect’ on the European and/or 
Ramsar sites but in respect of which, subject to the appropriate assessment and  to the 
inclusion of appropriate mitigation measures within the proposals, it may be possible to 
conclude they will not have an ‘adverse effect on the integrity’ of  any of those sites 

o will be likely to have a significant effect on a European or Ramsar site and that in Natural 
England’s opinion, subject to the appropriate assessment,  it  will not be possible to ascertain 
that there will not be an adverse effect on the integrity of one or more of those sites.  As a 
consequence, if the plans and projects are progressed and approved by the Secretary of 
State in the absence of alternative solutions and where there are imperative reasons of 
overriding public interest for doing so, appropriate compensatory measures will be required 
and Natural England agree to work closely with industry to identify suitable compensatory 
measures. 

o form a suite of plans or projects that it is most appropriate to consider as a single proposal, 
to aid assessment of impacts (particularly with regard to cumulative and in-combination 
impacts) and to streamline the regulatory process and associated resources. 

o will work with TEP to identify conservation opportunities for strategic land improvements and 
mitigation/compensation habitat banking (see section 3.6) 
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5.  Emergency works 

5.1  If an activity meets the criteria under the Marine Licensing (exempted activities) order 2011. These 
activities are documented in Table 1. 

5.2  Emergency activities may be licensable marine activity regulated by the MMO and in some 
situations an exemption may apply. Where action taken in an emergency is done so without a 
marine licence, it is a defence if the activity was carried out to secure the safety of a vessel, aircraft 
or marine structure, or for the purposes of saving life, and the person took steps within a reasonable 
time to inform the MMO. 

5.3 SSSI:  The 1981 Act sets out procedures that should be followed in the event of an emergency 
where immediate remedial works are required. If works are undertaken in response to an 
emergency, industry must inform Natural England of the details as soon as is practicable after the 
commencement of these works. 

6.  Natural England’s Consent, Assent or Advice 

6.1 In general, the terrestrial components of the SPA extension have been included because they 
support wintering waterbirds (>20K waterbird assemblage existing SPA feature), with some areas 
also supporting redshank (existing SPA feature), avocet (new SPA feature) and common tern (new 
SPA feature).  This contrasts to the marine extension which is largely based on areas used by 
foraging terns.   

6.2 One of the mechanisms that protect terrestrial SPAs is for them to be underpinned by a SSSI(s).  
This brings an additional regulatory mechanism for small-scale land management activities that 
occur within the SSSI/SPA (or near to the SSSI/SPA if undertaken by Public Bodies) - 
Consent/Assent is required from Natural England for certain activities to be undertaken.  In due 
course the terrestrial components of the Teesmouth SPA extension will be underpinned by a SSSI.  
This is currently expected to be by the end of 2018.   

6.3 Formal Consent/Assent cannot be provided until the SSSI is designated.  However, outputs of the 1 
to 1 discussions have already been used to screen activities in some of the terrestrial SPA 
extension areas.  This will continue and formal consents/assents will be developed.  For example, a 
management group is being established for Number 4 Brinefield, one of the functions of which will 
be to develop consent for the regular management activities of the Brinefield. 

7.   Screening of low risk future activities 

7.1  Standardised responses for low risk activities in certain areas within the estuary have been 
developed in 2017 in order to streamline the assessment process. NE will give standard advice 
(with conditions if required) to regulators for agreed activities.  

 

http://gov.uk/government/publications/marine-licensing-exempted-activities
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8.   Glossary 

 

Annex I birds  
 

Bird species listed in Annex 1 of the Birds Directive. These are in danger of 
extinction, are rare, or are considered vulnerable within the European Union. 
Those that regularly occur at levels over 1% of the national population meet the 
SPA qualifying criteria. 

Annex II species 
 

A species listed in Annex II of the Habitats Directive for which Special Areas of 
Conservation can be selected. 

Appropriate 
Assessment 

An Appropriate Assessment (AA) is part of the Habitat Regulations Assessment 
(HRA) which is used to determine the potential effects of a plan or project upon the 
integrity of a Natura / European protected area. The Appropriate Assessment 
should provide, and analyse sufficient information to allow a competent authority to 
ascertain whether the plan or project will not adversely affect the site's integrity.  
 

Biodiversity Action 
Plan 

The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) was published back in 1994, and was 
the UK Government’s response to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 
which the UK signed up to in 1992 in Rio de Janeiro. 

Birds Directive The abbreviated term for Council Directive 2009/147/EC on the Conservation of 
Wild Birds. This Directive aims to protect bird species within the EU through the 
conservation of populations of certain birds and the habitats used by these 
species. 

Candidate Special 
Area of Conservation 
(cSAC) 
 

A Candidate Special Area of Conservation has been agreed by the UK 
Government and sent to the European Commission for approval. See Special Area 
of Conservation below. 

Competent Authority Any Minister, government department, public or statutory undertaker, public body 
or person holding a public office that exercises statutory powers. 

Conservation 
objective 

A statement of the nature conservation aspirations for the features of interest on a 
site, expressed in terms of the favourable condition that the species and/or habitats 
for which the site has been selected should attain. Conservation objectives for 
European sites relate to the aims of the Habitats and Birds Directives. 

Environmental 
Statements (ES) 

An Environmental Statement (ES) summaries the findings of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment  

Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a process of evaluating the likely 
environmental impacts of a proposed project or development. 

Habitats Directive The abbreviated term for Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the 
Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora. It is the aim of this 

Directive to promote the conservation of certain habitats and species within the 
EU.  

Habitats Regulations 
Assessment (HRA) 

The whole process of the assessment of the effects on and implications for a 
European site plans or projects, required by Articles 6. And 6.4 of the Habitats 
Directive and prescribed in more detail in the Habitats Regulations. The 
assessment focuses on the conservation objectives for the site. 

Interest feature A natural or semi-natural feature for which a European site has been selected. This 
includes any Habitats Directive Annex I habitat and any Annex II species and any 
population of a bird species for which an SPA has been designated under the Birds 
Directive. 

Marine and Coastal 
Access Act 

The Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 gained Royal Assent on 12th November 
2009 and provide the legal mechanism to help ensure clean, healthy, safe, 
productive and biologically diverse oceans and seas by putting in place a new 

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2009/ukpga_20090023_en_1
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system for improved management and protection of the marine and coastal 
environment.   

Marine Policy 
Statement 

The Marine Policy Statement (MPS) is the framework for preparing Marine Plans 
and taking decisions affecting the marine environment. 

Marine Impact Risk 
Zones 

The Impact Risk Zones (IRZs) are a GIS tool developed by Natural England to 
make a rapid initial assessment of the potential risks to SSSIs posed by 
development proposals. 

Management Scheme A framework established by the Relevant Authorities for a European marine site 
under which their functions are exercise to secure, in relation to that site, 
compliance with the requirements of the Habitats Directive. 

Monitoring  Surveillance undertaken to ensure that formulated standards are being maintained. 
The term is also applied to compliance monitoring against accepted standards to 
ensure that agreed or required measures are being followed. 

Memorandum of 
Understanding  

This Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) sets out the key principles which will 
be applied to regulation and links with the implementation of a Tees Estuary 
Habitat Enhancement Framework. 

National Planning 
Policy Framework 

The National Planning Policy Framework sets out Government’s planning policies 
for England with the purpose of helping to achieve sustainable development. 

Plans and projects Any proposed development that a Competent Authority has a statutory function to 
decide on applications for consents, authorisations, licences or permissions. 

Potential Special 
Protection Area 

A site on which Government has initiated public consultation on the scientific case 
for classification as a Special Protection Area 

Ramsar site A Ramsar Site is a wetland site designated of international importance under the 
Ramsar Convention. 

Relevant authority The specific Competent Authority that has powers or functions which have, or 
could have, an impact on the marine environment within, or adjacent to, a 
European marine site. 

Site of Special 
Scientific Interest 

(SSSI) 

Sites of special scientific interest (SSSIs) are protected by UK law to conserve their 
wildlife or geology. 

Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) 

A site designated under the Habitats Directive by the Member States where 
appropriate steps are taken to protect the habitats for which the site is designated. 

Special Protection 
Area (SPA) 

A site designated under the Birds Directive by the Member States where 
appropriate steps are taken to protect the bird species for which the site is 
designated. 

Tees Estuary Habitat 
Enhancement 
Framework 

The Framework identifies opportunities to protect and enhance the SPA, deliver 
measures that mitigate heavy modification of the estuary and so contribute to the 
objectives of the Water Framework Directive (WFD), and satisfy planning 
requirements. 

Tees Estuary 
Partnership (TEP) 

The TEP recognises the benefits of working together to secure enhanced 
environmental protection while offering greater certainty to industry 
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The Coastal 
Concordat 

The Coastal Concordat  2013 is an agreement between the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), the Department for Communities 
and Local Government, the Department for Transport, the Marine Management 
Organisation (MMO), the Environment Agency (EA), Natural England (NE) and the 
Local Government Association’s Coastal Special Interest Group. It sets out the 
principles according to which the regulatory and advisory bodies propose to work 
with local planning authorities to enable sustainable growth in the coastal zone, 
providing a more effective and efficient service. 

UK BAP priority 
habitats 

UK BAP priority habitats cover a wide range of semi-natural habitat types, and 
were those that were identified as being the most threatened and requiring 
conservation action under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP).   

Water Framework 
Directive (WFD) 

The Water Framework Directive is a European Union directive which commits 
European Union member states to achieve good qualitative and quantitative status 
of all water bodies. 
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Appendices (To be input at formal consultation) 

Appendix 1: Teesmouth and Cleveland Coast SPA and proposed extension boundary 
map 
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Appendix 2: Draft Tees Sensitivity Map (To be input at formal consultation) 
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Appendix 3: Indicative Tees Estuary Habitat Framework ‘Project Area’ 
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Appendix 4: EA National Permitting Buffer or Screening 
Distances for Special Protected Areas (England) as of 30 
January 2017 

EA National Permitting Buffer or Screening Distances for Special Protected Areas 
(England) as of 30 January 2017 

Permit Description  
Screen or Buffer 
Distance (metres) 

ALL OTHER NOT LISTED 500 

Bespoke Environmental Permit - Waste Operations, including inert 
landfills and non-landfill SWMAs 1,000 

Development Planning Application 1,000 

Flood Risk Activity Bespoke Permit 1,000 

Flood Risk Activity Exemption - Paragraph 21 1,000 

Flood Risk Activity Exemption - Paragraph 23 1,000 

Flood Risk Activity Exemption - Paragraph 27 200 

Flood Risk Activity Exemption - Paragraphs 12 and 18 200 

Flood Risk Activity Exemption - Paragraphs 16 and 20 200 

Flood Risk Activity Exemption - Paragraphs 2, 4, 8, 19, 25, 26 and 28 200 

Flood Risk Activity Exemption - Paragraphs 22 and 24 1,000 

Flood Risk Activity Exemption - Paragraphs 3, 13 and 15 200 

Flood Risk Activity Exemption - Paragraphs 5 and 14 200 

Flood Risk Activity Exemption - Paragraphs 6 and 9 200 

Flood Risk Activity Standard Rule 26 100 

Flood Risk Activity Standard Rule 27 200 

Flood Risk Activity Standard Rule 33 200 

Flood Risk Activity Standard Rule 34 200 

Flood Risk Activity Standard Rule 35 200 

Flood Risk Activity Standard Rule 36 200 

Flood Risk Activity Standard Rule 38 1,000 

Herbicide applications in water 500 

Herbicide applications near water 5 

Integrated Regulation EPR discharges to air 10,000 

Integrated Regulation EPR discharges to air (coal and oil fired power 
stations) 15,000 

Integrated Regulation EPR discharges to water 10,000 

Integrated Regulation EPR discharges to water (coal and oil fired 
power stations) 15,000 

Intensive Farming Applications 10,000 

Non-hazardous/hazardous waste landfill 2,000 

Non-hazardous/hazardous waste landfill B10 5,000 

Paragraph 40 - Treatment of WEEE 200 

Standard Rule 2008 no 10 & Standard Rule 2009 No 5 200 

Standard Rule 2008 No 9 25 
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Standard Rule 2010 No 17 - Standard Rules 2012 No 10 & 12 200 

Standard Rule 2010 No 2 500 

Standard Rule 2010 No 3 1,000 

Standard Rule 2015 No 22 200 

Standard Rules 2009 No 2,3 25 

Standard Rules 2015 No 13, 17, 18 - Standard Rules 2008 No 24 & 
25 - Standard Rules 2012 No 15 200 

Standard Rules 2015 No 4, 8, 15, 16, 19, 20 & 21  200 

Standard Rules 2015 No 5 & 9 200 

Water Quality - Non point source Groundwater activity 1,000 

Water Quality - Point source Groundwater activity greater than 2m3/d 50 

Water Quality - Sewage and/ or trade equal to or less than 5 m3/d to 
SW 500 

Water Quality - Sewage and/or trade greater than 20 - equal to or less 
than 1000 m3/d to SW 50,000 

Water Quality - Sewage and/or trade greater than 20 - equal to or less 
than 1000 m3/d to SW 10,000 

Water Quality - Sewage and/or trade greater than 5 - equal to or less 
than 20 m3/d to SW 1,000 

Water Quality - WIA S166 discharges other than impounding 
reservoirs 10,000 

Water Quality - WIA S166 discharges other than impounding 
reservoirs 500 

Water Quality Exemption - New Sewage equal to or less than 2 m3/d 
to Groundwater 50 

Water Quality Exemption - New Sewage equal to or less than 5 m3/d 
to Surface Water 500 

 


