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The Little Tern Project, co-ordinated by Durham Heritage Coast 

 

The Little Tern Project at Crimdon Denemouth was again co-ordinated by 

Durham Heritage Coast. Louise Harrington was Project Officer, with Ruth 

Smith and Amanda Bell (recruited by Durham Wildlife Trust) taking up part-

time seasonal warden posts (18½ hours per week each). Four volunteer 

wardens were recruited and often covered hours when there was no seasonal 

warden presence. They did a variety of tasks - litter picking, monitoring the 

Little Tern and predators, fence repairs and engaging with general public. 

INCA’s role was reduced still further to providing very occasional technical 

advice / support and collating the annual report. 

 

Funding 

The costs of wardening the Crimdon site in 2018 were met by the Heritage 

Coast Partnership and EU LIFE+. 

 

Partnership Working 

Support is provided in many forms by a range of partners but especially by 

Durham County Council, Natural England, the National Trust and the 

Hartlepool Countryside Warden Service. 

 

Executive Summary 

The maximum number of Little Terns recorded in 2018 was 144 on 2 June, 

broadly equivalent to 72 pairs. The minimum number of nest scrapes active at 

any one time was 9 at Crimdon and 1 at South Gare. However, no eggs were 

successfully hatched, largely as a result of persistent problems with crow 

predation at Crimdon. This was the first year of total breeding failure on 

Teesside since 2012. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Little terns Sternula albifrons have nested around Teesmouth for at least a 

hundred years.  They had traditionally nested on the south side of the river in 

an area of Coatham Sands known as The Ducky. In the mid 1990s there was 

a progressive relocation of birds to Crimdon Denemouth, on the Durham / 

Hartlepool boundary, and it is here that they have almost exclusively bred 

since 2005. There was no evidence of breeding at South Gare, Seaton Snook 

or Seaton Sands this year. 

 

The birds nest on the foreshore just above the high tide line, using debris on 

the beach as landmarks to locate their nest scrapes and as shelter for eggs 

and chicks.  The birds arrive from their wintering areas off West Africa in late 

April and May. After a brief courtship, females lay a clutch of up to three eggs 

in a shallow scrape in the sand. Incubation is shared by both adults and takes 

21 days.  The young are active in a few days and seek shelter amongst debris 

on the beach.  Adults return with food but soon the young venture down to the 

water’s edge and start to supplement their food supply themselves.  Within a 

further 21 days the chicks fledge, but tend to remain in and around the colony 

and adjacent foreshore until the end of July. The return movement to West 

Africa begins in August, so that by September very few remain. 

 

The UK breeding population continues to decline in line with European and 

international trends.  Recent estimates suggest there are about 1200 breeding 

pairs in the UK.  Owing the longevity of adult Little Terns, the recent years of 

very poor reproductive success may not yet be reflected in the population.  

 

 

SUMMARY OF THE 2018 SEASON 

 

Perimeter fence installation was completed at Crimdon Denemouth in the last 

week of April by Durham County Council’s Countryside Team. The part-time 

wardens took up their posts on 1 May. The first returning Little Terns were 

noted on the 6 May; a group of 23. For the next 9 days, up to 39 birds were 

observed around the site at different times of the day: flying high over the 

colony area, fishing up and down the shoreline or resting on the sand spits. 

However, there were days when no little terns were spotted at all.  

 

From 14 May numbers gradually built up to a maximum of 144 by 2 June, but 

throughout this period there continued to be large daily fluctuations in 

numbers and the Terns’ behaviour could be described as ‘flighty’. Total 

numbers comprised 70 on the 18 May; 14 on the 20 May, 115 on the 26 May 

and 70 on the 31 May.  
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From 26 May Tern activity in and around the colony increased. More birds 

were observed displaying courtship behaviour and entering the fenced-off 

area; scrape-making and mating were observed.  Up to 6 Pairs of Ringed 

Plovers Charadrius hiaticula had also nested in the site and were incubating 

eggs. 

  

One Carrion Crow Corvus corone (nesting in the nearby Crimdon Dene) had 

also begun to take an interest in the site and had been observed flying over as 

well as entering the nesting area, though generally keeping close to the 

perimeter fence. Later, when the Terns had stopped entering the nesting area, 

it was joined by the female. Sometimes the Crow was mobbed - if the terns 

were present – but at other times its presence remained unchallenged. 

 

A daily record of AON (Apparently Occupied Nests) was maintained from 26 

May but the location of the scrapes seemed to be constantly changing.  Terns 

that were seen on two consecutive days sitting on the same scrape were 

noted as follows - 2 on 26 May, 5 on 27 May, 3 on 28 May, 5 on the 29 May, 9 

on 31 May, 6 on the 4 June and 1 on the 6 June.   

 

On 2 June Little Tern numbers increased to 144 with more birds seen entering 

/ exiting the colony and making scrapes. However, during this period there 

was thick fog and visibility was very poor. Crow activity in the colony 

increased dramatically from this date and one was observed taking eggs 

(initially Ringed Plovers but also Little Terns). Thereafter the two Crows were 

observed entering the colony daily on numerous occasions. Predated Ringed 

Plover and a few Little Tern eggs were found along the dry bed of Crimdon 

Beck adjacent to the south-west. As the site was not monitored continuously 

the precise extent of this predation remained unknown.  

 

A pest control operative was employed from 5 June to dispatch the Crows on 

three occasions but was unable to get a clean shot.  Supplementary feeding 

was started in attempt to lure the Crows away from the colony but to no effect. 

A laser gun was later borrowed from RSPB Saltholme on 18 June but was 

only effective in dull weather conditions. Spikes were also attached to each 

post as it was observed that the Crows would sit and watch the site and as 

soon as an incubating bird was disturbed (often by a person or a dog) then the 

Crow would fly straight to the nest and take an egg (usually that of a Ringed 

Plover). However, the spikes failed to prevent the posts being used as 

perches.  

 

Little Tern numbers continued to fluctuate on a daily basis but entered a 

decline as the month progressed; 68 on 4 June, 103 on the 8 June, 25 on 10th 

June. The birds seemed unsettled and spent less and less time in the colony 

area, often being observed fishing out at sea or sitting on the foreshore.  
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From 21 June very few Little Terns were spotted, and on some days none at 

all, although 100 were counted sitting on the foreshore in front of the colony 

on the 30 June before heading off to fish. From 4 July until 9 July no Little 

Terns were recorded but on the latter date 123 were observed on the 

foreshore in very poor visibility. Numbers continued to decrease; of those that 

remained none were seen entering the colony but instead loafed around the 

sand bars with Sandwich Terns Thalasseus sandvicensis or fished along the 

foreshore. 

 

 

WARDENING AND MANAGEMENT AT CRIMDON DENEMOUTH 

 

There has been a lot of discussion about the nesting site itself this year. The 

perimeter fence was erected slightly later than usual, by a smaller group of 

people. As soon as it was erected there were spring tides, which meant that 

the fence was lower than usual. The front fence had to be raised and some of 

the fence posts had to be made safe in the first couple of weeks. More string 

had to be strung along the front for security reasons. The wardens also felt 

that there was too much marram grass in the fenced-off area and as a result 

parts of the site were a lot higher. There were very few areas that were not 

colonised by dune grasses. It was very difficult to see the whole site from the 

usual monitoring position (on the hill to the south of the colony); when the 

Terns alighted on the high-water mark and in parts of the colony they were 

hidden from view. On a recent visit to the Long Nanny site in Northumberland, 

the NT Wardens there observed that the Little Terns actively avoided the 

marram grassed areas. 

 

As well as monitoring the little terns the hut has been a hub of activity over the 

last three months.  Members of the public regularly popped in to enquire about 

the Terns as well as to ask about wildlife sightings in the area.  On a warm 

sunny Saturday in June 71 adults, 30 children, 32 dogs and 5 horses passed 

the Little Tern Wardens’ hut in one hour! 

 

Photographers from all corners of the country were frequent visitors to the 

site. For many it was an annual pilgrimage. The site also seemed to be a 

stopover for some unusual migrants, including Cuckoo Cuculus canorus and 

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio. The photographers would also keep the 

wardens up to date with local sightings or share photographs of the terns that 

they had taken.  

 

At the beginning of the season the site was visited and surveyed by Durham 

Wildlife Trust Botany Group and a local hymenopterist monitored the solitary 

bees weekly. The butterflies were also recorded as part of the big butterfly 

count. Arts and crafts activities were organised and advertised on three 

occasions and were quite successful.   
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During term time school groups would regularly turn up unannounced and be 

invited into the hut to find out about the Little Terns, handle a variety of 

seashore artefacts (seashells, crabs and skulls) and use the telescopes / 

binoculars.  Weekly litter-picks were also organised by Louise, engaging 

people from all walks of life and of all ages. Group size varied from 10 to 

about 40. The hut was often the starting point and many were keen to learn 

about the Little Terns.   A guided walk was also organised. 

 

 

PROVISIONING 

 

There has been considerable discussion about the availability of Sandeels 

Ammodytes spp. this year. Little terns were observed carrying fish as part of 

courtship ritual, however they seemed to be mainly Clupeidae.  We did 

observe Sandeels being carried, but Newcastle University Students found 

none when they netted for them off Crimdon Dene in June (unfortunately the 

report on the July trawl has not yet been published). However, photographs 

were obtained of Little Terns with Sandeels at the end of May. The wardens 

and students also reported females refusing fish from the males; successful 

feeding is an important part of the courtship ritual.  

 

 

WEATHER 

 

Weather conditions were highly variable. At the beginning of May it was very 

hot (22°C), while the end of the month was cool with a strong north-easterly 

wind, followed by thick fog and cool temperatures persisting until the end of 

June. July was very hot and dry. 

 

 

PREDATION 

 

Throughout June and July Crows visited the nest site daily, at first two (from 

the Dene) and then five more. The Ringed Plovers continued to try to breed 

but as soon as the eggs were laid they were predated. To our knowledge the 

only Ringed Plover eggs that successfully hatched were those that were laid 

outside of the fenced area (at the south-east corner).  

 

In July a Stoat Mustela erminea was seen entering the fenced area, close to 

the fenced-off dunes north of the colony, and fox prints were observed 

entering the fenced-off area along the west side. A Hedgehog Erinaceus 

europaeus fence was erected, and a lot of footprints were seen in the fenced-

off sand dune area. However, no Hedgehog footprints were found in the 

colony area until 15 June, when animals got under the fence through a hole 
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made by blown sand the previous day (when winds in excess of 50mph had 

been experienced).   

 

Kestrels Falco tinnunculus were seen regularly hunting in the dunes but never 

in the fenced area. There also seemed to be lot of Black-headed Gulls 

Chroiocephalus ridibundus around the site. Had there been Little Tern chicks 

these species could also have posed problems. 

 

 

DISTURBANCE 

 

Human disturbance has been problematic this year. Hundreds of people 

flocked to the beach to enjoy the sunshine and there were a lot of problems 

with dogs on the beach, chasing the Terns every time they landed on the 

beach to rest. Dog-walkers often ventured too close to the fenced colony 

perimeter despite the signs on every post. There were several incidents on 

the foreshore and behind the fenced-off area involving motorbikes and horses, 

and three confirmed incursions by people within the colony perimeter. There 

were also problems with low-flying aeroplanes, paragliders, drones and kites 

above the nest site. A rescue helicopter hovering very low above the site in 

mid-July would have caused major disturbance were Little Terns and chicks to 

have been present. 

 

 

RINGING AND COLOUR RINGING 

 

No ringing activities were undertaken this year. Re-sightings of marked birds 

were reported from South Gare on 9 June; Yellow Darvic U04 (ringed as a 

pullus at Easington Lagoons on 16 July 2014) and the following Blue Darvic 

ringed birds from Crimdon; AU, BP and DH. Blue Darvic re-sightings at 

Crimdon involved AP, AW, BE, BM, BP, BX, BY, BZ, CA, CB, CX, DH & DI. 

 

 

WARDENS’ RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

1. A large majority of the marram grass should be removed from the colony 

area. Some could be dug out / weakened leaving winter storms to do the 

rest. It could also be strimmed in the Autumn and in the Spring. The 

habitat needs to be right for when the terns return otherwise they will move 

somewhere else. 

2. A double fence should be erected on the north and west sides of the 

enclosure. This seems to have been very successful at other Little Tern 

colonies as it deters predators. If predators such as hedgehogs do get in 

they cannot escape and can be relocated. 
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3. Ensure that “predator eyes” eyes are installed in May. 

4. Wardens need access to laser and thermal imaging cameras at the start of 

season. It took many phone calls to secure the loan of these items. The 

site needs to be monitored well before the wardens are employed. If they 

know well in advance what predators are around, then they can be 

prepared for them.  

5. Deploy smaller mesh alongside the dune path. Also the top of the fence 

should be turned over (as is the practice at Long Nanny).  Live traps 

should be set for stoats etc in dunes in May and predators relocated.  

6. Consider the use of a Larson trap with compartments in April / May if there 

is still a problem with Crows at Crimdon. A contact is needed to 

immediately remove/relocate any corvids caught.  

7. Use of laser and diversionary feeding seems to have worked well on other 

sites for Black-headed Gulls and Kestrels. 

8. Dogs were a huge issue this year, chasing the Terns or being walked on 

leads too close to the colony. Lots of very large dog walking groups 

regularly use the whole length of the beach; 148 people plus 1 or 2 dogs 

each one afternoon! A dog ban on the beach for three months should be 

actively considered, though such a measure would need constant and 

robust enforcement. 

9. A lot of people walk directly in front of colony; this is a huge problem, 

especially at high tide. Maybe they could be redirected to the north of the 

site or to landward? 

10. Horses using paths to the north of the colony to access the beach should 

also be redirected to use routes to landward. 

11. Motorbikes and quad bikes on beach remain problematic. Wardens should 

continue to take photographs and inform the police and community liaison 

officers. This could be more of a problem next year following the building 

of the new Marine Point estate to the south. 

12. Local airports to be informed about colony and light aircraft restriction.  

13. Deploy trail cameras. 

14. Recruit a gamekeeper or similar competent person on stand-by in the 

event of further major issues with Crows or Black-headed Gulls, ensuring 

that appropriate permissions and consents are obtained in advance. 

15. Bird-ringing activities; should the Little Terns return ensure there is no 

disturbance for a few years to settle colony. 

16. The fenced enclosure needs to be erected to a high standard well before 

the Terns’ return, i.e. in early April. Ringed Plovers also use the site and 

they are red listed. 

17. Ensure 24-hour wardening cover for the Little Terns colony; somebody 

needs to be there all the time. 

18. Install security camera signs.  

19. Provide regular updates on the project to the public via social media 

(twitter/Facebook). 
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DIARY OF EVENTS IN 2018 

 
Date No of 

Terns 
Behaviour Time Predators Comments 

5/5/18       

6/5/18 
Bank hols 

4 
11 
23 

Feeding / courtship. 
Seen all day. 

8:30- 
10:30 

 Repaired fences 
(front of site). 
Beach very busy 
(motorbikes). 

7/5/18 
Bank hols 

27 On beach. 
Courtship. 
Landed in colony. 
Seen all day. 

  Beach very busy 
(motorbikes). 

8/5/18  
 
27 

Few sightings. 
Fishing. 
On beach near concrete 
bunker. 

 
 
pm 

  

9/5/18 4 Fishing. Seen 
occasionally. 

  Meeting in hut. 

10/5/18  No Warden.    

11/5/18 0  Ringed Plover nest 
outside site (south end). 

am / pm  Fixed gaps in fence. 
NW corner - bonfires 
last night. 

12/5/18 14 Fishing. A few birds 
landing in colony. 
Occasional sightings 

  Fence repairs. 
Kids started fires in 
Dene - fire brigade 
attended. 

13/5/18  
 
17 
 
36 

Courtship - High flying, 
loud. 
Sitting on beach (spit). 
 
On tideline at High 
Water. 

1:00pm 
 
 
 
3:00 pm 

 Ropes cut. 
130+ dogs walking 
am. 
Low-flying plane over 
colony. 
Man climbed over 
fence to get ball! 

14/5/18 39 On beach/fishing/flying. 
Pairs in colony – 
scrapes, courtship 

9:20 2:25 Crow 
in colony - 
chased 

Replaced posts. 
3 Ringed Plover 
nesting in site. 

15/5/18 21 
47 
70+ 

Very active. 
Courtship. 
In colony - scrapes 

3:30 
3:40 
6:25pm 

 BBQ (SW corner). 
Teenagers sliding 
down dunes. 

16/5/18 40 + 30 
48 + 24 
70+ 

2 groups on beach. 
Twitcher later. Beach 
Fishing 

10:00 
 
4:20pm 

 Sea very rough. 
Signs put up. 

17/5/18  
 
 

No Warden 
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Date No of 
Terns 
 

Behaviour Time Predators Comments 

18/5/18 70 
 
65 
20 
24-40 

In colony and above site 
- out to sea 
Shore-up from colony 
Over colony- feeding 
Sitting on shore 

9:00am 
 
12:00 
2:00 
5:00 
 

Crow - 
near 
colony. 

Posts numbered. 

19/5/18 40 Sitting on spit. Fishing. 12:25 Crow 
seen near 
colony. 

 

20/5/18 4 
4 
14 

Over site. 
On beach. 
Fishing- generally sprat. 

 
 
3:20pm 

Crow over 
site 3-4 
times. 

Quad bike sign 
behind colony. 
Found ringed plover 
egg shell. 
Horse riders using 
dune paths. 

21/5/18 25 On beach with Sandwich 
Terns. 
Very quiet. 

8:15   

22/5/18 27 
 
7 all day 
27  

On beach. 
Fishing. 
Courtship. 
On beach. 

12:30 
 
 
2:45 

Crow in 
colony, 
2:30 
 

Busy with people  
and dogs. 

23/5/18 46 
 
 
 
15 

On beach. 
Fishing / skimming. 
6-7 in nesting area 
 
Fishing- none on beach 
 

7:15 
 
 
 
3:45 

Herring 
Gull over 
site-
chased 

Sea very rough. 
Collie out of control- 
chasing terns on 
beach – chased. 
Power kites. 
 

24/5/18 20 
63 in total 

In colony; scrapes 
Beach/colony for 2-3 hrs 

 Crow-E- 
walking 
up and 
down. 

 

25/5/18 70 Shore. In colony.   Heavy rain later 

26/5/18 89 
115 

Foreshore near colony. 
More birds in colony- 
scrapes. 

10:00 
5:00pm 

Crow 
mobbed. 

Recorded scrapes in 
diary. 

27/5/18 
 
Bank 
holiday 

110 
 
 
 
78 

On beach. 
In colony/fishing. 
Mating observed. 
Very loud. 
Foreshore 

 Crow over 
site-3:25. 

Marked down 
scrapes. 
Lots of people/dogs 
on beach- disturbed 
a lot. 
Microlight over site. 

28/5/18 117 Sitting on foreshore 
Flying over colony -
scraping – courtship. 

 Crow in 
site-3:10-
mobbed 
 

Marked down 
scrapes. 

29/5/18 Difficult to 
count 
(cloud) 
 
26 

Lots of activity in site. 
 
 
 
Roosting amongst 
boulders – in front of 
nest site. 

 Crow 
entered 
X3 

Crows in colony x3 
 
Recorded scrapes 

30/5/18 97 Shoreline. 
Flying round. 
None in colony. 

4:00pm Crows 
over 
colony -
evening. 
 

Hedgehog run put 
up. 
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Date No of 
Terns 
 

Behaviour Time Predators Comments 

31/5/18 70 Shoreline 
Flying in and out of 
colony 

  Students said that 
females refusing fish 
Scrapes recorded- 
moving constantly 

1/6/18 114 
 
 
137 

Sitting on sand bar 
Sone sitting in colony, 
flying high 
On beach- 
preening/mating 

8:50 Crow 
mobbed 

 

2/6/18 137 
 
 
 
144  

Sand bar – preening / 
fishing / courtship 
Pairs scraping - in and 
out 
On beach 

 Saw crow 
take an 
egg-10:25 
Took 
another 
egg 

Spoke to woman with 
loose lurchers 
chasing dogs. 
Alerted Ruth- Louise- 
crow predation 

3/6/18 124 beach  Crow in 
colony 
4X- took 
eggs 

V busy day 
Fence cut in dune 
area- repaired. Dogs 
been in. 
Repaired hedgehog 
run 
Lots of people on 
beach 

4/6/18 20 
68 
2 
 
60 

Flying over site 
Sitting on shore 
Scrapes 
 
V little activity in nest 
site 

 
 
 
 
pm 

Crow in 
site every 
hour. 
Mobbed 
by a few 
LT 

Researching 
methods -crows, 
licence etc - phone 
calls: Daryl Cox/John 
Olley/Laura 
Needham/Sue 
Rendall-Read 

5/6/18 42 
 
 
 
60 

On beach- Few entering 
nesting area 
 
 
On beach/flying around 

 Crow 
entering 
frequently
- eggs 

RSPB- George 
Discussed crow- 
recommended 
dispatch. 
Pest control booked 

7/6/18 76 
29 

Flying around. Loud. 
In/out of nest site. Large 
group went fishing 

9:20 
12;30 

 Shane- no clear shot. 
Supplementary 
feeding 

8/6/18 103 V Flighty around site 
Frequently disappearing. 

11:00 Crow in –
eggs 
taken 

Shane- None shot 
Co-ordinated count. 
No scrapes/nests 
found 

9/6/18 25 On beach 
Groups seen periodically 

am  Footprints in colony. 

10/6/18 25 Flying around-high 
2-3 land then take off 

 Crows in 
colony 

Coastal Run - 
hundreds of people 
around. 
Greyhound group 
meet! 

11/6/18 80 
90 
 
40 

Beach-settled 
Flying around- 3 groups 
joined 
Settled on beach 

 
 
 
pm 

Crows 
mobbed 

Shane- no shot 
taken. 
 
V busy today 

12/6/18 1-5-25 Few sightings today- V 
flighty 

  Footsteps in nest 
area 
3 pairs of Ringed 
Plovers 
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Date No of 
Terns 
 

Behaviour Time Predators Comments 

13/6/18 30 Flying 7:00am in 
small 
groups 8-
20 

Crows in 
and out of 
colony 

Little Tern nest with 
eggs spotted -
predated 8:00am 

14/6/18 80 
20-40 
90 

On beach 
On beach 
On beach 

Am 
 
 
pm 

  

15/6/18 66 
 
 
136 

Flying 
A few landing briefly in 
colony 
Flying over sea 

pm  Kids starting fires in 
dunes- spoken to. 
No activity in nesting 
area 

16/6/18 23 +34 
74 

On beach- 2 groups 
Mix of both groups 
 
No terns 

9:30 
 
 
10:50 

Crows 
mobbed 
by 3 LT 
Crows in 
colony 
frequently 
Hedgeho
g prints 

More spikes on posts 
Supplementary 
feeding. 
Contacted RSPB - 
infra red camera 

17/6/18 40-50 
 
10-14 

Flying over colony/sea 
 
Seen throughout the 
day- fishing- students 
noted females refusing 
food offered by males. 

5:30am Stoat 
seen 
entering 
nest area-
N 
Crows 
entering 
frequently 

LittleTern predated 
egg found (Post 52) 
& 2 Ringed Plover 
eggs along river bed. 
Toilet pushed over 
night before. 

18/6/18 6 Fishing out at sea - 
plunge fishing 

 Crows in 
site 
frequently
. 
Fox prints 
in nest 
site 

Huge fire on cliffs 
further down. Plumes 
of smoke drifting 
over colony. 

19/6/18 68 
 
 
 
 
30 
20 

Flying high over site. V 
loud. Males carrying fish. 
Some landed in site 
briefly. Disappeared at 
7:00am 
On beach  
On beach- some fishing 

4:10am 
 
7:28am 
 
 
 
2:30pm 

 Added mesh to fence 
along path to try to 
stop stoat! 

20/6/18 30 
83 

Flying over site 
Sitting on beach- N of 
colony. 
Small number seen all 
day fishing 

 Crows 
frequently 
in site 

Quiet on beach 
Using laser to get rid 
of crows 

21/6/18  No LT  2 cats 
seen 
entering 
Dene 
near 
viaduct 

Used thermal 
imaging camera. 
Saw 2 people 
entering shed 
compound and trying 
door- left shutting 
gate. 

22/6/18 2 Flew past 4:15pm Magpies 
and 
Crows 
 

Chased corvids 
using laser. Not 
effective in bright 
sunshine. 



11 

 

Date No of 
Terns 
 

Behaviour Time Predators Comments 

23/6/18 2 
6 

Fishing at sea 
Flying off headland 

9:00am 
pm 

Crows in 
site- used 
laser 

Pair of Ringed Plover 
nesting in colony. 
1 hr count passing 
hut: 40 people, 17 
dogs, 17 children, 3 
horses 

24/6/18 2 Fishing close to shore 4:20 Stoat 
footprints 
in colony 

Ringed Plover nest- 
3 eggs (Posts 40-41) 

25/6/18 0    Ringed Plover still on 
eggs 
Litter picking 
Bottlenose Dolphin 

26/6/18 50+ 
 
 
 
1 

Flying high above 
33 on beach 
Small groups (3-10) 
flying about. None over 
colony 
Alarm call and chased 
away crow in nest site 

10:45 
12:00 
 
Whole 
day 
3:10 

 Ringed Plover eggs 
gone! Crows 
footprints 
everywhere. 
Carving knife handed 
in. 

27/6/18 0    Crows on spiked 
posts! 

28/6/18 2 On sand spit opposite 
colony. 
Very few sightings today 

  Students  

29/6/18 5 
 
30 

High above colony- sea 
Flying over colony then 
out to sea. Left 4:30 

2:45pm 
 
4:00pm 

RP on 
beach. 
Crow 
straight 
into 
colony. 6 
crows 
counted 
in nest 
site. 

Drone over colony-
spoken to. 
Motor bike past hut. 

30/6/18 100+ 
 
80 
 
30 
 
60 

Sitting on beach at front- 
flew off-tide in. 
On beach preening- a 
few in colony area 
Flying low over colony- 
mirror flying 
On shoreline-front of 
colony- flighty- North- 
Noisy 
Not seen rest of day 

8:00am 
 
 
8:15 
 
 
 
9:10 

 Crows not seen. 
Beach very busy 
Powered glider flew 
low over site 

1/7 14 
 
 
1 
 
20+ 
14 

High flying over sight. 
Around for an hour then 
headed out to sea 
Flew over site, briefly 
landed 
Spotted flying over sea 
Close to shore, front of 
site 
 
 
 

7:50am 
 
 
2:15 
 
3:10 
4:15 

5 crows- 
S 

Footsteps in far NW 
to get rope 
Microlight over 
colony 
V busy on beach 
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Date No of 
Terns 

Behaviour Time Predators Comments 

2/7/18 32-68 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

Loud and excited. Flying 
in and around site. 14 
landed briefly in colony. 
Seemed to be in 3 
groups arriving from 
south then gradually 
dispersed. 
Flew over site 

6:00am to 
8:25am 
 
 
 
 
10:45 

 
Crows on 
fence 

White-beaked 
Dolphins spotted 
Grey seal 
Beach V quiet 
Flocks of scoters 
heading N 
Pair of Ringed 
Plovers in colony 
Students 

3/7/18 30-60max 
 
 
0 
35 
32 
32 
60+ 

High flying over site- like 
2/7. Males carrying fish. 
V noisy. In and out of 
site 
High flying 
Another flock joined from 
South 
 
Silence 
 

6:00am 
 
 
7:10 
7:25 
8:15 
8:45 
8:48 
8:50 

Crows in 
and out of 
colony- 
used 
laser to 
get rid of 
them. 
RP shell 
found in 
dry river 
bed. 

Beach quiet 
 
40+ common scoters 
flew past 

4/7/18      

5/7/18 0    No Ringed Plovers in 
colony 

6/7/18 0 am   2 Ringed Plovers in 
colony 
Painted shed 

7/7/18 0   Crow in 
site, 
watching- 
chased. 
Fox prints 
on west 
side, 
inside 
area. 
Stoat, 
west side 

3 pairs Ringed 
Plovers scraping. 
Grey seal in lagoon- 
fishing. 
 
Quiet. 

8/7/18 0    Ringed Plover nest 
with 1 egg (outside 
post 29) 

9/7/18 123 max 
 
 
80 
 
4-5 

Sitting on beach to N of 
site - V settled. Constant 
movement in & out. 
Most of morning 
 
Tide came in-fished 
Fishing in front 

7:10 
 
 
 
 
12:10 

Crows 
mobbed 
in site and 
on beach. 

Poor visibility 
Sitting with Sandwich 
& Common Terns. 
 
 
Large groups of 
scoters - 60+ 
Heron flew over 
More black headed 
gulls around 

10/7/18 
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Date No of 
Terns 
 

Behaviour Time Predators Comments 

11/7/18 0   Crow on 
post. 
PR egg 
shell 
found-29 

No Ringed Plovers in 
colony, but 6 south of 
colony. 
Microlight flew over 
colony 

13/7/18 30-40 
20 

Flying N-S 
Landed on sand bar for 
10mins 

10:30 
 
 

 Cuckoo seen. 

14/7/18 0   Crow 
chased 
Kestrel 
out of site 

Very busy with 
people 
Cuckoo around all 
day eating moths 

15/7/18 0   Crows 
constantly 
in colony. 
Dog prints 
across 
site. 
Branch 
placed 
against 
fence 

Very busy. 
7:45am- 12 people / 
10 dogs 
10:00- 36 people / 22 
dogs 
12:30- 70+ people / 
loads of dogs 
Little Egret flew 
along beach 

16/7/18 5 
9 
 
 
14 

Sitting with 29 Sandwich  
& 3 Common Terns. 
Headed out to sea - 
disturbed by dog walkers 
On beach 

8:40am 
 
 
 
5:30pm 

 Cuckoo all day 
Litter pickers 
AONB group 
1000+ Common 
Scoters seen in bay 

17/7/18 0    Very heavy rain last 
night. 
2 Red-throated 
Divers 
Gannets 
1 Great Crested 
Grebe 
6 Guillemots 
28 Common Scoters 
Cuckoo still here 

18/7/18     Ruth 
Trip to Long Nanny 
Site 

19/7/18     Ruth 

20/7/18     50 Sandwich Terns 
on beach 
Gannets 
Cuckoo sighted 

21/7/18    Fisher-
men 
reported a 
lot of 
Sandeels 
and 
Mackerel 
around.  
 
 
 
 
 

30+ Sand Martins 
flying around. 
 
Group of 18 Ringed 
Plovers flying around 
Turnstones on 
beach, 
Oystercatchers. 
 
Little Tern spotted at 
Blackhall Rocks 
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Date No of 
Terns 
 

Behaviour Time Predators Comments 

22/7/18 2  Fishing at sea  2:10 and 
2:20- 48 
people + 
dogs 
passed 
hut. 
Constant 
stream of 
people all 
day. 
3:10- 83 
people 
counted 
from hut + 
dogs! 

Red-throated divers 
(2). 
 
Family groups of 
Scoters, Guillemots 
and Cormorants 
Lots of common 
Terns and ST 
feeding 
 
Cuckoo still present. 

23/7/18 1  Fishing in front of colony   Lots of terns: 
35+Sandwich & 8 
Common on beach 
Family groups of 
Scoters, Guillemots 
and Cormorants 
forming rafts (135 
Guillemots). 
22+ Sand Martins 
dust-bathing in 
colony. 
26 Sanderlings 
7 Ringed Plovers 
1 Little Gull in Beck. 
Cuckoo. 
Pot of cannabis 
found - took to 
police. 

24/7/18 60  Sitting on sand bank 14:19  170 Guillemots in 
front of colony. 
800+ Common 
Scoters in bay to the 
north. 
Lots of Common & 
Sandwich Terns 
fishing. Cuckoo. 

25/7/18     No sightings 
recorded 

26/7/18     Ruth on duty. 
House Martins and 
Swallows sighted 

27/7/18     Ruth on duty. 

28/7/18     Guided Walk:2 
people out of 6 
turned up. 
2 children for crafts 
Very few people 
around. 
Barbecue for staff 
and volunteers. 
Cleared out hut. 
Fence to be taken 
down on 15 August. 
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OTHER TEESMOUTH SITES 

 

South Gare and Coatham Sands 

 

Once again, all Little Tern activity was concentrated close to the South Gare 

Breakwater. Here a 370m long fenced enclosure 0.44ha in extent was 

installed by Redcar & Cleveland’s Countryside Service on 25 April.  Two birds 

were noted here on both 12 and 16 May (on the latter date mobbing a Carrion 

Crow), perhaps indicating a territorial pair. An impressive count of 54 was 

obtained on 21 May, but probably related to passage birds. None at all were 

seen during visits on 23 and 29 May. 

 

On 6 June 7 Little Terns were on the foreshore. The co-ordinated count on 8 

June revealed a total of 9 birds, with one AON and a probable second 

territorial pair. Sadly, none were recorded on subsequent visits on 12 and 14 

June, though 9 were again present on 15 June, of which two were within the 

enclosure. 26 birds were noted flying south past Marske Stray (some 8km to 

the south-east) on 17 June, but South Gare was again unoccupied on 19 

June.  

 

No Little Terns were recorded on the second co-ordinated count, undertaken 

on 9 July, but a week later 39 birds were noted on 16 July. The last record of 

the season at South Gare was of a single on 28 July. 

 

Seaton Snook 

 

The site lies within the Teesmouth National Nature Reserve and a post-and-

twine fence and associated signage is maintained by Natural England with the 

help of the Hartlepool Countryside Service. However, owing to vegetation 

encroachment potential breeding habitats is now extremely limited in extent, 

hence no regular wardening or sustained observation took place here.  

Small numbers of Little Terns were recorded at roost here on seven dates 

between 16 July and 20 August, with a maximum of 6 on 18 August. Two 

juveniles were noted on both 14 and 16 August. 

 

Seaton Sands 

 

In the past little terns have occasionally nested on the foreshore north of the 

North Gare breakwater and at various sites as far north as the Seaton Carew 

pumping station and car park. Territorial birds were not reported at any of 

these locations during the season. 
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NESTING AND FLEDGING OF LITTLE TERN (STERNULA ALBIFRONS) 
ON TEESSIDE, 1985-2018 

  

Year 
Pairs 
nesting 

Fledged Info 

1985 8 6 Coatham 

1986 24+ 15+ Coatham 

1987 44 22 Coatham 

1988 62 67 Coatham 

1989 24 12+ Coatham 

1990 32 2 Coatham 

1991 49 3 Coatham, egg theft 

1992 38 1 Coatham 

1993 45 45 Coatham 

1994 57 16 50 Coatham 7 Seaton 

1995 55 7 20 Coatham 15 Crimdon 

1996 43 54 10 Coatham 

1997 65 12 Mostly at Crimdon 

1998 52 67 Mostly at Crimdon 

1999 65 2 Crimdon, egg theft 

2000 0 0 Crimdon 

2001 55 40 Crimdon 

2002 53 26 Crimdon, predation(?) 

2003 65 55 Crimdon 

2004 61 1 Crimdon, fox predation 

2005 31 2 Crimdon, food shortage 

2006 25 37 Crimdon 

2007 47 105 Crimdon 

2008 22 67 Crimdon 

2009 60 118 Crimdon 

2010 95 4 Crimdon, kestrel predation 

2011 84 147 Crimdon 
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2012 114 0 
Crimdon, kestrel & 
sparrowhawk predation 

2013 50 1 
Crimdon, major egg theft, 
hedgehog & kestrel predation 

2014 64 92 
Crimdon, kestrel & 
sparrowhawk predation 

2015 45 29 
44 Crimdon, 1 South Gare, food 
shortage, crow predation 

2016 84 58 
Crimdon, possible stoat 
predation 

2017 81 8 
79 Crimdon, 2 South Gare, 
human agency & fox predation 

2018 10 0 
9 Crimdon, 1 South Gare, crow 
predation & unknown causes 


